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Lord 8. Supper. 


HE Clrifian Religion, con- 
tained in the Scriptures e 
| = the New Teftament, is ſo 
* calbd becauſe it is the Religion of Jeſus. 
Cbriſt, which he taught partly in his 
own Perſon while he was upon Earth, 


and more fully by his Apoſtles, after 
| his Aſcenſion into Heaven; from 


whence he ſent down his Holy Spirit upon | 


| them, to lead them into the Know- 


| ledge of all Truth, and, * the Gifts 
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A Diſcourſe concerning 


of Languages, and a Power of work- 
ing Miracles, to enable them to pro- 
pagate and eſtabliſh it in all the Earth. 
Among many Things which ſhew the 
great Excellency of This Religion, not | 
only above the falſe Religions of the | 
World, but even that of Moſes him- 


ſelf, (tho' that alſo was from God) 


th, Baptiſm FOR „ 
be d the Doctrine of Salvation Ty 
Oris took . them the Posten 4 -- 
5 „ 110 1 


we are to regard this as none of the 
leaſt conſiderable, that it is a moſt 

_ reaſonable and ſpiritual Service, having | 

but two Duties belonging to it that ig 

are of a poſitive Nature; that is, ſuch 

— 33 might never have been Duties, and 
ꝛeould never have been ſo, without a |} 

particular and expreſs Command of 

| God for them; and theſe are Baptiſm, | 
and the Lord's. Supper. The outward | 

Action in both theſe is of itſelf indif- 
ferent, and obliges only by vertue of | 
its being enjoin'd by one whoſe Au- 

_ we "Raye... no room to dif- * 


3 1 


the Lord's-Supper. 


d Profeſſion of it, and were receiv'd i in 
to the 3 of his Diſciples; as 
all thoſe, in like manner are, to 
whom Baptiſm is now adminiſter'd; : 
By communicating in the Lord's. Sup- 
per, we endeavour to keep alive in 
_ ourſelves, and to preſerve in the World, 

the Memory of the divine Author of 
that Religion into which Baptiſm firſt 
enters us, This is a plain Account 

of theſe two Goſpel-Ordinances, with 
regard to the firſt and moſt general 

deſign of each. The former hath a. 

more immediate reſpect to the Religion 

| i#felf which we profeſs; the latter 

to the Author of it: in remembrance _ 

of whom this Inffitution of his is to 


| be obſerv'd. throughout all Genera- 85 
= tions. 
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A: e Mas, having ſufficient Evi- 
dence of the Truth of the Goſpel, Ce 

| fhould readily believe and entertain 5 
it, and believing it to be true, ſhould 
- our Profeſs it, is 4 Dictate of na- 

tural Reaſon; in other words, a n. 
4. oral ma bd but the Obligation they 
5 - oC 
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6 4 Diſcourſe concerning 
= are under to declare and profeſs their 
Faith by the particular Ceremony of 

| baptizing with Mater in the Name of 


the Father, and of the Son, and of the F 
| Holy Ghoſt, doth not ariſe out of the | 
I! 3 Natare of the Ceremony itſelf, but 
| is wholly to be reſolv'd into the divine : 
18 Appointment. So again, that we 
| ſhould gratefully remember our Bene- 9 
BY factors, and that Perſon, therefore, | 
1 above all, who hath prov'd himſelf | 
— ie greateſt Friend to Mankind they | 
=. - ever had, is what Reaſon and all the | 


Principles of Ingenuity will not ſuffer | 


i * : us to be ignorant of; but for. lelting 
—_ apart Bread and Wine to this uſe by | 
Flenn Prayer, and then eating and 
1 drinking in Memory of our bleſſed | 
Lord, we have no other Warrant but 
= his expreſs Command, do this in remem- + 
=  #ranceof n | However, there is this | 
_ 6 de ſaid fr theſe two Rites or Ce- 


| remonies, that they have nothing bur- 
E;' thenſome and difficult in the Practice 
of them, and will bear an eaſy and 7. 
obvious Application, as Signs to the 
Things e and intended by them; 
| ” - Wain 


the Lord's-Supper. . 


which, no doubt, is oe Reaſon of 
their having been choſen by our Sa- 
viour for this purpoſe. I fay one Rea- 


ſon 3 not the only one: ſince, beſides 


this, another Inducement ſeems to 
have been, that he might not depart, 
farther than was neceſlary, from the 
received Cuſtoms of the eus; among 
whom, as frequent Waſhings were a 
great part of their Religion, ſo Jobs 
his Forerunner came baptizing with Wa- 
ter, in Token of that Repentance by 
which they were prepared for the 
Kingdom of Heaven, or the Gofpel | 
* Dilpenlation, which was then at Hand: 
And, in eating the Paſſover, it was 
tdeir manner, having taken Bread, to 

bleſs and break it, and. to hallow or 
bleſs ſeveral Cups of Mine, one of 
| which particularly, was called the Cup 1 
l of Bleſſ ing, which is the very Name 16. 
that is given by St. Paul to the Cup 
in the Lord's. Supper. But then our 
Saviour, adopting cheſe Rites into the 
| Worſhip of the Chriſtian Chureh, 
affixes another meaning and uſe to 
them, and preſcribes a different form = 
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4 D ene concerning 


: of Words in the Adminiſtration. In 
a word, Man being a Creature very 
much fitted by his Senſes, and ſo 
too apt to forget things ſpiritual and 
unſeen, it ſeemed good to the divine 
Wiſdom fo far to conſult his Weakneſs 
in this reſpect, as to adorn our Holy. 


Religion with theſe two emblematical 


Repreſentations 3 which being but two, 
and admirably fitted to anſwer their 
End, have no need of any thing far- 
9 ther to be laid in their Vindication. = 


5 Theſe ; nab Inſtitutions are 
commonly call'd by the Name of Sa- 
cramenis, which tho? it be no Scripture- | 
Term, but borrowed from the Lan- 
guage and Cuſtoms of the Romans, is 
yet retain'd, and grown into univerſal _ 


Ule 3 becauſe, as it originally ſigni- 


ſied the Oath which Soldiers took to 
be faithful to their General, it is pro- | 

perly enough transfer'd to denote the 
and inviolable Fide- | 


affectionate Zeal, 


lity which the Followers of Jes, in 
Baftiſin, and the Lord's. Supper, profeſs | 
and promiſe to che Captain of their Sal- 

+ ” 8 E . T. 


vas ion. 


the Lords Supper. 


EET. * 


T Sacraments are, 


} if. A plain Indication of Man's be- 

irg in a State of Apoſtacy, and Diſtance 

from God. The apparent meaning of 

* | theſe Sacraments ſhews it. For what is 

- | Baptiſm? Not the putting away the 
Filib of he Fleſh, but our becoming 

clean and pure in the ſight of God. 

e Chriſt is therefore ſaid 7 have loved 

- | the Church, and to have given himſelf 

for it, that he might ſanctify and cleanſ 

1- | it, with the waſhing of Water, „„ 

is Word; that he might preſent it to bim- _ 

al | ſelf a glorious Church, not having ſpot 

i. or wrinkle, or any fuch thing, but that 

to | it Should be holy and without blemiſh, 

o- Eph. v. 25, 26, 27. The Sanctifica- 

he | tion, or Cleanſing, is by the Ward, or 

le- Doctrine of the Goſpel accompanied 

in | with the Operations of the divine Spi- 

eſs | rit; and only with the waſhing of 

al- | Water, or Baptiſm, as the "__ of this 

124 1 5 moral 
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AD jeourſ concerni no 


wore! and inward Cleanſing. And 
who are they that have need of Cleanſ- 
ſing but ſuch as are defiled? Which 
ſhews, that till we are ſanctified by 
the word of God, (which Sanctification 
is ſet forth by outward Baptiſm) we 
cannot pleaſe God, Again, what is 
the Lord s Supper, as to one principal 
part of its Intention, but a Comme- 
moration of the atoning Sacrifice made 


by Chriſt's Death on the behalf of 


Mankind? And who but ſinful re- 
bellious Creatures could need a Sacri- 
fice of Reconciliation to be offer'd for 
them? So far then, theſe Ordinances 
EF have no N eee e 


5 . They are a welcome Evidence, 
and no leſs plain, of Man's being in a 
recoverable State. That tho? the Con- 
dition of this ſinful Race of Creatures 
be, without the Grace and Mercy of 
God, exceeding deplorable, yet, thro? 
this Grace, it is not hopeleſs, but 
much otherwiſe; the Ordinances of | 
- ne and the Lord's. N being 
on 
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on purpoſe inſtituted, in concurrence 


"he . 


with the other means of Grace, to 


bring us into, and build us up in, a 


State of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt. 
They are Seals of the Covenant of Graces 


which out of the infinite Mercifulneſs 
of his Nature, and to ſhew his well- 


pleaſedneſs with the Righteouſneſs and 


Obedience of his moſt beloved l 


the great Mediator, God hath gra 


ciouſly enter'd into with ſinful Men. 
And, here, let it be matter of Joy ; 
to us, and Thankſgiving to our mer- 
| ciful God, that when thro? the Sin of 
the firſt Man, Adam, and the Weak- 
neſs and Diſorders of human Nature 
thereby occaſioned, there was no more 
room for a Covenant of Innocence, the 
fecond Man, who N the Lord from 
| Heaven, brought in a new and better 
| Covenant : better, eee we con- 
ſider the Terms of it, ſo admirably 
ſuited to our fallen State, or the Grace 


and the Glory promiſed. For this in- 


| valuable Covenant we are indebted, 
under God, to the Mediation of our 
| e Redeemer Fefus Chriſt. 
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AD Sour concerning 


His Death procured Reconciliation with 
God; and the Supper he bequeath'd us 
is a ſtanding Memorial of his Death. | 
And from hence it is I ſhall take my 

Direction in e This Sacra” 
: ment. 


The main and direct Intention of 


the Lord's-Supper is to be a perpetual 
Commemoration, or Remembrance, 
of the Death of Chriſt, This ap- 
pears from thoſe words of the Apoſtle ; 
Paul, 1 Cor. xi. 26. As often as ye eat 1 
e Bread, and drink this Cup, ye do | 
ew the Lord's Death till he come. 
So that we have no ſurer or eaſier |} 
Method of ſetling a right and diſtinct | 


Notion of this Ordinance, than to con- 


ſider the Death of Chriſt, here pre- 
: ſented before our Eyes, under thoſe 
ſeveral Views in which it is capable of 
being contemplated by us. The fol- 
7 lowing are ſome of the Principal, . 


| Ig "0 


SECT. 1. 


| iff. E may confi ter the Death of 
N W Chriſt, as manifeſting the 


: Tong Bis wich they had of him, who 
Fe || put im to Deatb, and the end deſigned 
1 by them in it. The Jews and Mo- 
mans, by acting this Scene of Cruelty 
on the innocent Jeſus, proclaim'd to 
72 all the World that they eſteem'd him 
6 12 Deceiver of the People, for, had they 1 Cor. ii, 
„ | known him they would not have crucified 8s 
,, | the Lord of Glory: and by expoling 
him as a publick Spectacle of Infamy, 
+ || Pain and Sorrow, their Hope was they 
| ſhould have made all Men aſhamed 
or afraid to own him. Whereas (to 
7 | ſee how little the Devices of vain Men 
\f | avail againſt God's eternal Counſel!) 
J. | his being liſted up was the very way 
|) in which he was 70 draw all Men unto john xi. 
bim. And theSacrament of the Supper 32. 
was appointed with this Deſi gu, that 
| ſewing forth the Death of Chriſt there- 
bs. 1 — e declare to the whole Waorla | 
3 VU 


Ade iv. 
27. 
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AD ibourſsc concerning 


our - Belief of him to be, that he was a 
Teacher ſent from God, his Holy Child 
Feſus, whom he hath anointed, not- 
_ withſtanding 
| Pilate with the Gentiles and People of 
Iſrael were gathered together againſt him; 
and that we are not by Fear or Shame 
reſtrained from proſeſſing ourſelves his 
_ Diſciples. 
offers itſelf to us of this Sacrament, 
is its being a Badge or Mark of our 
Chriſtian Profeſſion. 
very Perſon whom the Jews crucified, 
at the ſame time profeſſing to receive 
him as our Lord and Maſter. 
more, we 3 to glory in n him, * 
| oy as crucißed. ; 


that Herod and Pontius 


The firſt Notion then that 


We glory in that 


—& * n "x I Tat 
12 4 b — r * 4 — 
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Nay | 


0. ) We glory in \ that very Perſon | 


whom the Jews crucified, at the ſame 


IH time profeſſing to receive him as our 
Lord and Maſter, 


We are ready to 


cry. out with the Centurion, and thoſe 
* that were with him, when the 
the Prodigies that attended his Cru- 
 cifixion, truly this is the Son of God. 
” He is 1s not lo conceal'd under the Veil 1 


y faw 


A 


the Lord's-Supper. 


of our Fleſh, or disfigured by his 

Suffer ings, but I can eaſily perceive 

- his divine Glory ſhining through, and 

acknowledge him for the greateſt Per- 

ſon that ever liv'd upon Earth, he 

Tord of Glory, and my Lord. This 
* Title he accepted when given him by 


15 


his Diſciples, ye call me ay and Jokn x Xiil, 


Tord, and ye ſay well, for ſo J am; 3. 
but then we likewiſe hear him in ano- 


ther Place ſaying, Why call ye me Lake-vi. 


Lord, Lord, and do not the Things 46. 
; which I command jou? So that it is 
| not the Tizle by which I can hope 9 
pleaſe my Saviour, without the Sub- 
8 and Obedience that is implied in 


I muſt not only ſay well but do 


RY I am to remember that all the 
Precepts of the Goſpel are the Precepts 
of Chrif my Lord and Maſter, and 
r that conſequently, if I obey not the 
A Goſpel, Jam in Works guilty of de- 

nying the Lord that bought me, ang 
act a Part too much like that of the 

Soldiers, who, having platted a Crown 
of Thorns, and put it on his Head, and 
| 125 a | Reed. in his right Hand, bored 
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A Diſcourſe concerning 
FY Knee to him in Mockery, and 


Hail'd him King. Would I not have 


all that know me take Notice, that I 


own myſelf the Diſciple of the crucified 


Jeſus? But how? Not, it is to be 


| hop'd, by this ſingle Action only of 
eating and drinking in Obedience to 
huis Command, and in Honour of his 
Memory; 
nify very little, but by all the Actions 
of my Life. 
ſhould beſpeak me à Chriſtian, a Ser- 
vant and a Follower of Jeſus. 
if I really think him that excellent 
and divine Perſon I profeſs to believe 
him, this one Conſideration ſhould be 
enough, not barely to reconcile me to 
my Duty, but to make me in Love 
with it; ſince I profeſs to believe him 
a Perſon of the higheſt Dignity, that 
he came down from Heaven in order 
to teach us the moſt excellent Way, and 
that the Scope and Deſign of all he 
taught and commanded, 


Alas! this alone will ſig- 
My whole Behaviour 


And 


us Holy as be is Holy, that We may 


be fitted to live With him and his 
Ws e | holy 
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| - the Lord's-Supper. 


holy Angels in the Preſence of God | 


for ever. 


not aſham'd to ſay, Lo! this is he, 


the Lord our Redeemer ;, we have wait- 
ed for him, and he will ſave us. Let 
the prejudic'd Jews expreſs their Ab- 
horrence of him, and, with a Mixture 
of Scorn and Hatred, call him be 


Man that was hanged ; let them lay®, 


that it cannot ſo much as enter into 
their e that the Mei 45 ſhould 
S353 Ma 


* 4 robo, the 7 ew r f in = Juſlin Martyr, 


(2.) We not only profeſs ourſelves 
the Diſciples of one that was cruci- 
fied, but alſo to glory in him as cru- 
cified. We think this no Reproach 
to our Heſed Lord that he was treated 
in ſo ignominious a Manner by a blind 
and ungratefu] World; of to our Re- 
ligion, that the Author of it was ſlain 
and hanged on a Tree; or to our/elves 
that we are the Followers of one 
whom the main Body of the Few re- 
jected: but, on the contrary, a very 
great Honour to us, to our Religion, 
and to our divine Maſter. We are 


17 


. 


Mat. 
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"2 Diſco urſe concerning 


be crucified, and puniſhed with a Death 
\ which the Law pronounces accurſed, | 
T joyfully take the Opportunity which 1 
the Commemoration of his Death, in | 
the Way that he himſelf hath com- 
manded, gives me, to avow my Faith || | 
and Truſt in him, glorying in nothing . 
more than in Cbriſt crucified, zo the |. 


Jeus a ſtumbling Block, and unto tbe 
| Greeks Fooliſhneſs ; but unto them that 
are calld, both Fews and Greeks, Chriſt || 
| the Power of God and the Wiſdom f 
| God. Had he, whom we Chriſtians | 
call and account the Mefiah, been cut : 
off for himſelf, had he deſerv'd the 
Death which he ſuffer'd, his Name 
would never ha ve ſpread, as it hath 
done to the Ends of the Earth, and | 


his Cauſe have ſubſiſted to this Day; 


as, we make no doubt, it will to the 1 
Period of all Time. Pilate himſelf | | 


could obſerve that it was only for 


Envy that the chief Prieſts and Elders | 
had delivered Jeſus io him, And the 
: Envy they betray*d on this Occaſion 
OT Was at once their great Sin, and a 
5 Z ſore 


the Lord's-Supper. 

h / fort of Homage and Acknowledgment 
. paid by them to our Saviour's ſupe- 
} | rior Virtues ; which offended them for 
* much the ſame Reaſon, as the Light of 

the Sun doth Sore Eyes. Yes, O my 
| Feſus, it was only becauſe the World 
| was not worthy of thee that thou met'ſ. 
with no better Uſage from the World. 
1 the World would have lov'd its o -n; 
but becauſe thou and thy Kingdom 
Vere not of this World, therefore the 
World hated thee, as thou both in thy 
Life and Death ſhewedſt thy Con- 
tempt of the World. And ſhall I 
eſteem and admire thee ever the leſs 
for this? No! but the more. When 
I conſider the noble Fruits that ſpring + 
from that curſed Tree on which the 
Son of God expired, and that under 
the Banner of the Croſs all Nations 3 
have been brought to the Obedience 1 - 
of the Faith, I think with myſelf, x 
| what can be more glorious either for 
our Maſter, for us his Diſciples, or for 
| the Goſpel which we have received from 
him, than that by ſuch unlikely Means 
he hath triumph'd over all the Powers 
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A Diſcourſe concerning 
of Earth and Hell, and made it a 


| lowers to deſpiſe worldly Pomp and 
Riches than to enjoy them, eſteeming 


the true Riches, and the inviſible Glo- 
ries of the heavenly World? Am ! 
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be not found in that Number, whom 
the Apoſtle Paul pronounces Enemies 
to our Saviour's Croſs. Every one is 
an Enemy to the Croſs of Chriſt that 
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us; he ſhews himſelf an Enemy in op- 
poſing the Uſe that ought to be made 


wil. | much as in him lies, the Progreſs of 
; 1 N „ Doctrine. Did al! the Followers 
| of Feſus behave no better than ſome of 
mr them do, how ſoon would the Ho- 
Will nours of the Croſs ceaſe, and the Re- 
134188 ligion of him that was crucified be 


all that named the Name of Chriſt in 


more honourable Thing for his Fol- 


© 3 ve; os. RY 
£ : 1 
We ee e ee 


them as mere Trifles in Compariſon of 


Cbriſt? O let me take care that I | 


18 not an Enemy to thoſe Sins and Vi- 
ces, from which Chriſt died to redeem 


8 


of the Doctrine of the Croſs, and, as 


blotted out from the Earth? And had 


the Beginning approy'd themſelves no 
better BE 


one of thoſe that glory in the Croſs of | 
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the Lord's Supper: 1 
a better Friends to him, Chriſtianity, hu- 58 

- | manly ſpeaking, had been ſtifled in its 

d N Birth, and the whole World, Judg- 

| ing of the Maſter by the Diſciples, 

0 would have concluded that he did not 

f ſuffer unjuſtly, With the greateſt Reaar- 
ſon therefore doth the Apoſtle ſay of 

" |! thoſe who trample on the Rules of 

1 Chriſtianity, that they are Enemies io 

n | the Croſs of Chriſt. They are the Per- 

s | ſons that moſt of all hinder the Tri- 

is umphs of the Croſs, and, of all Men, 

t || they have leaſt Cauſe to make their. 

- | Boaſt i in it. | 
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Let me, a #- doe ah Head, . 
e | 1 my ſelf to ſuch as turn their 
8 Backs on the Lord's Table, and be- 
f | ſeech them ſeriouſly to ask themſelves a 
feu plain Queſtions. How can I number 
f | myſelf among the Followers of Chriſt, 
and yet will not be perſuaded to join 
with them in an Action, whereby the 
Chriſtian Society is diſtinguiſh'd from 
all others? Muſt not my Chriſtianity, 
as to the external Part of it, be im- 
perfect. if I: am 1 contented to want one 
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principal Sign of a Chriſtian ? Or | 


ſelf, ſhould Chriſt not own me for his, 
upon my appearing before him with.“ 
out this Mark of a Diſciple, a ſincere}; 
Love to all the Inſtitutions of my 
| bleſſed Maſter? Certainly, if it ſhould, 1 | 
be found that my neglecting the Lord's 
Supper proceeded from a Want of realll 2 


his Commands, nothing will be ſuffi- 3 
cient to excuſe it. Baptiſm puts my 7 


of Underſtanding. And how is the iP 
: Prove, e of « one OTE to be ac- |, 


4 1 ladnrd ' to 2 pence ory as the 
Lord's. Supper, on which therefore we 


A Diſcourſe concerning 


what ſhould I be able to ſay for my. 


Love and Reſpect to my Saviour and 


Name on the Roll of his Followers J; a, 


but my baptiſmal Dedication, if in In 
fancy, being not properly my own * 
Act, it is in a Manner neceſſary that | of 
1 ſhould make it mine, by recogniz-|. K 


ing it now that I am grown up to Vears ſc 


ſhould ſet the higheſt Value; to let 
1 5 dhe = 


I 
. 4 
Þ 

T 


the Lord's-Supper. 


| the World ſee that we think not this 
i Article of our Faith any Shame to us, 
ch. or Diſcredit to our Religion, but a 
very great Honour and Advantage to 
boch. 


5 0 r. III 


: 00 W., may confi der the Death 5 
YY of GY. as that of a Mar- 


He, or Wiineſs , 


my Life from me, but [ lay it down * 


of myſelf. As they could not have ta- 
ken it from him without his Conſent, 
| ſo without his Conſent (could we fup- 
\ poſe this) whatever he had ſuffer'd, 
thoꝰ the Conſequence of what he taught, 
would not have procur'd him the 
Name of a Martyr : For he is not a 
| Martyr who, having brought himſelf 
into the Snare by ſome Doctrine 
which he hath advanc'd and Ppropa- 


gated, would be glad to get out of it 


again upon any Terms, even the? it 
| | „ „ 


a Martyr to the 

7 ruth of his own Dofrine, the firſt, 

| and the nobleſt. His Death was entirely 
| voluntary: 3 10 Man, ſaith he, taketh John . 


23 


Nat. vi. 


way taken out of the form of a | 


Cel. 


A Die concerning 


were the abjuring as falſe all that he 
bad taught for true; but he that dares | 


ſay the ſame, in the Face of the moſt 


threatning Dangers, that he had ſaid 
before, and chooſes rather to dye for 
the Truth than to deny and forſake it. 
This all will allow to be a real Mar- 
tyr; and ſuch a Martyr was Jeſus 
Chriſt. When upon his Trial the High | 
Prieſt adjur d him by the living God 10 
tell bim, whether he was the Chriſt the | 
Son of God, tho? ſilent before to all | 
that the falſe Witneſſes had alledg'd | 
againſt him, and not to be provok'd | 

| to plead in his own Defenſe, which he | 
could eaſily have done in ſuch a Man- | 
ner, 2s to: make thoſe who had the 
bittereſt Hatred to the Truth yield to | 
the Force of it, he immediately an- 
ſwers, thou haſt ſaid, or, Tam that ve. 
ry Perſon. Pilate the Heathen Go- | 
vernor, and his Judge, asks him a 

| like Queſtion, Art thou a King then? | 
To which he replies, thou ſayeſt that I | ' 
am a King; or what thou haſt now ſaid, | 
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| Queſtion , is very true, thy Words 5 


are (xomcvs 4 ov, thou art a King, 
J and I am free to ſay that I am ſo; 
10 this End was I born, and for this Joh. xviit. 
* Cauſe came I into the World, that I 3 
4 ſhould bear Witneſs to the Truth, This 
is that good Confeſſion which St. Paul 

| faith, he witneſſed before Pontius Pi- 


. late, recommending it to his Son 71 


mothy for his Imitation. 
two known Characters of the Meſſiah ; 
i for in the | 
5 art thou the Chriſt, the Son of God, 
| Chriſt (or Meſiab) and Son of G 
6 ſeem to be us'd as equivalent Expreſ. 
ions, 
Reaſon that in St. 
the ſame Thing, it is only, Art tbou 
the Chriſt? And that the Mæſiab was 
| to be a King, the Jews to this Day 


Here are 13. 


Queſtion of the Higb Prieſt, 
which we may ſuppoſe to be the 


Luke's Relation of 


67. 


agree with us, as widely as we differ 


in explaining the Nature of his King- 


dom. Our Saviour, for wiſe Reaſons, 
35 had not openly and Greatly aſſum'd 


* His 1 to the Pueftion of Fe High Pricf 


|} may be accounted en in the fame n manner. 


8 the 


1 Tim. vi-. 


Lukexxii, 
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=: 4 Diftourſ concerning 
the Name and Titles of the Meſſi a5 
till now, but now that he was ſum- | 
mon'd by the Magiſtrate to give Wit: 
neſs to the Truth, and no ill Uſe could 
be made by the. People of his own- 
ing himſelf to be a King (when his 
Death would convince them that his 
Kingdom was not from hence, of a 
_ worldly and temporal Kind, as he then | 
told them) he no longer ſeeks Con- 
cealment, but owns himſelf to be Maſ 

ab the King, and ibe Son of God; 
tho' he was not ignorant that his ſo do- 
ing could have no other Effect than to 

halten his Condemnation. 1 
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This our Saviour 8 Cehſtaney to the 
Death which he bore with ſo much 
Meekneſs towards his Enemies, and 
Confidence in God, neither of which, | 
perhaps, was ever known in a Decei- 
ver, in that dreadful Hour, tho? they | 
might be in one deceiv'd; this, I fay, | 
added to the Miracles he had wrought, | 
and the exemplary Holineſs and Good- | f 
neſs of his Liſe, ſhould make us think, 
when we are meditating on his Death 
„ Ef ” Ho 5. 


25 ae ** 1 Wr 
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i laſt, and in Defence of 4 known Falſ- 


4 


firmation which our Faith, 
vinity of our Religion, derives from 
Would an Inpoſtor, if it were 
poſſible for ſuch a one to put on the 
* Appearance of the moſt unaffected 
9 Sanctity, and of all other Virtues, have 
been able to maintain it to the very 


bence. 


the Lord's apy, 


in this View of it, of the mighty Con- 
{ 4n the Di- 


| hood + ? It cannot be, And therefore, 


when we fee Jeſus Chriſt exemplify ing 5 
his divine Doctrine in his Life, (of 


which more preſently) and ſealing it 


with his Blood, we may very well con- 


clude, that for certain all things that 


27 


Jobn ſpake of this Man, or this Man of | 11 3 1 


| himſelf, or his MN concerning 41. 


him are nue. 


But the Uſe * we are more immediately 
1 to make of this View of our Sa-. 
' viour*s Death, asof a Martyr, is to reflect 
on the reaſonableneſs of his Demands, 
Las we ſhould ſacrifice every thing 
s | for the Truths Jake, not excepting Life 5 

ithelf, which we muſt hate, ating after Lake 3 xiv, 
much the lame manner as if we did 26. 
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A D ue concerning. 


ſo, or we cannot be his Diſciples. In all 
this he requires no more of us than he 
practis'd himſelf. Which ſhould put 
us in Mind of the Diſpoſition with which! 
we ſhould celebrate the Memory off 
this glorious Martyr, and bring us to 
reſolve with a humble Reliance on 5 
| heavenly Aid, tho* I die for thee, yet 
will 1 not deny thee: tho all Men ſhould | 
be offended in thee, yet will J not be 
| offended. That God who knoweth the 
| Hearts of all Men, knows, without |! , 
putting it to the Trial, whether we f 
ſhould adhere thus firmly to the Cauſe | 


of Truth, and, where he ſees a Prepa- | V 


ration of Mind and Heart, will re- - 
ward it, tho' not perhaps with the 
ſame Crown as that of actual Martyrs, 
yet, with a Crown of Slory that fa- i 
deth not 1 30 5 . ; 


| the , = 


SECT. W. 


0 W. may conſt der the Death . 
Chriſt as that of our 

| Example. Cents, they that are 
Pat to Death by the publick Magi- 
| ſtrate are ſet forth as Examples in 
another Senſe, viz. to warn and deter 
7 others from doing like them. But 
; here is one who tho? treated, under a 


ut Form of Juſtice, as the worſt of Male- | 
2 factors, is yet propos'd to us as an Ex- 
* ample of all Virtue and Goodneſs, of 


Virtue calumniated, oppreſs'd and per- 

be þ | ſecuted, yet ſtill the ſame. So we are : 
N* | told, that Chriſt ſuffered for us, leaving us 1 Pet. i. 
an Example, that we ſhould follow hisSteps, *"* 
In our bleſſed Lord, we have an Ex- 

| ample of the greateſt Diſintereſtedneſs, 

the moſt ardent Zeal and Concern for 

the Good'of Mankind, the moſt won- 

| derful Humility and Condeſcenſion 
that ever was, and a Reſignation and 

1. Obedience to God without Bounds; 

5 fall which we are alld upon to imitate | 


20 A Diſcourſe concerning ; 
in thoſe Words of the Apoſtle Paul | 
to the Philippians, Let this Mind be 
In you which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus; | 
Phil. iz. ho being in the Form of God, thought it, 
| 5——8, not Robbery to be equal with God; but} 0 
muade himſelf of no Reputation, and 100k 4 
on him the Form of a Servant, and was . 
made in the Likeneſs of Men, and being 2 1 
found in Faſhion as a Man, be bumbled 1 
himſelf and became obedient to Death, |" " 
even ibe Death of the Croſs. Could Hu- | 7 
miliation, Submiſſion and Obedience | © 
42. be carried farther than this? Not my| f 
Heb. x. 7. Will, but thine be done. I come to 5 
„% thy Fill ; to do it by yielding my-Þ| ' 
ſelf to ſuffer it. This was the Lan- | 
guage of the bleſſed Jeſus: And as he : 
ſpake, ſo he ated. The Command 
do love our Enemies, to forgive them : | 
that injure us, and to pray for them | | 
that deſpitefully uſe us and perſecute us,, 
| hath been reckon'd a hard Saying, an 
Ob jection againſt Chriſtianity never to 
be anſwer'd. But by whom is this | 
eſteemed ſo unreaſonable ? One would 
8 think only by ſuch as have not read, 
| „ do not believe, « or at beſt do not} 
con- 
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the Lord's-Supper, 3371 
1] confider, the Hiſtory of our Saviour"s 
| Paſſion. Other Anſwers might be re- 
turn'd, but, waving them, let us leave 
: his Example, particularly when he was 
„on the Croſs, to ſilence this Objection 
1 againſt bis Precepts. Fatber, forgive Luke 
them, for they know not what they do. xxiii. 34, 
The beſt Excuſe that could poſſibly be 
made in their Favour, and accompa- 
= nied with a Prayer, which, from ſuch 
a Perſon, and in ſuch Circumſtances, 
did not, and could not, fail of Succeſs, 
What filial Truſt did he exerciſe in 
' God, ata Time when the whole World 
5 was turn'd againſt him, and God him- 
ſelf had withdrawn the uſual Mani- 
| feſtations of his Preſence ! My God, 


© 
3 3 "op N 


my God, why ber ds forſaken me? a 


N : He till calls him his God, not quit- 

m] ting his Hold of him; and breathes 

s, out his holy Soul into the Boſom of 
int his Love; Father, into thy Hands I com- „„ 
to mend my. Spirit. So ſhould we learn Lake 
iis | to maintain a humble Hope in God, — i. 46. 
dd when the Scene of Providence 3 87 

d, | moſt dark and melancholy; and be fo 

ot | far from Judging, « of our Intereſt in 

132 5 e 


: 


4A Diſcourſe concerning | 


the divine Favour by outward Events, 
as not to conclude any thing againſt our- Þ* ; 
| ſelves, merely from the want of thoſe 
fenſible Refreſhments and Exultations | 
of Spirit, which we may have ſome-⸗ 
times experienc'd. What good Peo- \ 
ple call ſpiritual Deſertion, is many |. 
times nothing more than a Depreſſion |: 


and Sadneſs of Mind; an Interruption, 


not in the Life and Activity of their 
_ Graces, but, in the Comforts afforded |. 
by them: Somewhat of the ſame Kind || 
with that Eclipſe which our Saviour | 
| ſuffered in his laſt Hours, but vaſtly þ 
© thort of it in Degree. 5 = 


: We ould, moreover, requrdChriftes 17 
Hgying Behaviour, as finiſhing the Ex- 
ample of his Life, Were we only to | 

judge of him by his Death, we $6 a 

from thence form a pretty certain 

_ . Conjecture of what his Life had been, 

as from the manner of his Life, no- 

thing elſe could be expected but ſuch | 1 

a2 Death; a Death by which he glo- 

riſiec God, and inſtructed and edified | | 

1 Mankind. We ke one and the fame | 


inward 5 


, 


the Late ae. 


| | inward Princi ple of Love to that which 
is good exerting itſelf with a moſt 


4 | vigorous Influence, and perfect Uni- 


3 


. 


formity in all he did, and all he ſuf- 


fer'd. He had long before invited the 
World to learn of him Meekneſs and 


> Lowlineſs of Mind, and all the Diffe- 

- rence in this Reſpect between the Cloſe 

ol his Life, and the reſt of it was, that his 

bBufferings being then more grievous, 

be had an Opportunity to ſhew theſe 

- Virtues in a fairer Light, than they 

| had ever appeared in before. He had 

always gone up and down doing good. 

| and as his Life, ſo his Death was di- 

| | reted to the Benefit of Mankind. 

| | The Spirit of Piety and Devotion 

- | that animated him was remarkable; 

his Soul was always on the Wing, 

and what Time he could borrow, from 

1 | the Offices of Friendſhip, and Kind- 

» | neſs, and Inſtruction towards Men, he 

| ſpent in Prayer to God; and the Sup- 

1 | port he had from hence, and the great 

- | Advantage it was of to him, in the 

| | laſt and darkeſt Scene of his Life, is 

as eaſily conceivable ; Father, the 
Or Por oo Ear 
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John xvii. 


2 Cor. 


ten'd the gloom 


4 Phun concerning 


Hour is comes 


then trad. How he ſtood affected to 


J have glorified thee | © 
on Earth, I have finiſhed the Work 
* which thou haſt given me to do; and 
now, O Father, Glorify thou me with thy 
own ſelf, with the glory which 1 had| 


_ with thee before the World was. The 4 


; 


Holy Life which he had led, and tht | 
Glory that was to follow, brig Sh. 
y Path which his Soul | 


He pleaſed not | 


E 


the World, and all its Enjoy ments he St 


had ſhewn all along before; being rich |: 
Vil 9. for our Jakes he became poor, that we 
= thro his Poverty might be made rich; 
and not think the Happineſs of Lite 9 

to conſiſt, in the Abundance of the 

| Things which a Man poſſeſſes, or that N 

this World is the Proper Abode of 
FeEelicity: and he ended a poor and 
mean, but not inglorious, Life, with a | 
painful and ſhameful Death, that we | 

by him may be taught how to get | 
above the Love of the one, and the | 
Fear of the other. 
himſelf, was not guilty of ſenſual In- 
dulgences, did net form his Conduct 
; upon Fancy, or Cuſtom, or Paſſion, 
Pads pre- 


be Lord's-Supper. 


| prefer fl Heaven from whence he came, 


to Earth whither he deſcended, only 


| on a Viſit of - Compaſſion, behav'd 
| gravely, uſefully, and holy, and, like 
the ſetting Sun, appear'd greateſt at 
: L the End of his Wants. oy 


0 Jeu I now ſee whit I have to 


Supper? I am to contemplate the hea» 


ble thee in every part of my Beha- 


viour, whether towards God, towards 5 

Men, or with regard to myſelf. Was 

it uſual in the Primitive Church, when 

| they commemorated the Deaths of 

| the Martyrs, to recite their laudable 

Actions, and worthy Qualities? I will 

be thankful for their Examples, and 

| thoſe of all other good Men, and be 

| Followers of them as far forth as they 
8 | | were 


as when, [ ſhew forth thy Death in thy 


venly Virtues and Graces that then ſhone 
Pn! in thee, after having been exhibited 
in the whole Courſe of thy Life, and to 
- excite and ' oblige myſelf to imitate them. 
Jam determin*d to follow thee, tho? it - 
be at a long Diſtance between, and 


| ſhall make it my Ambition to reſem- 


35 


4A Diſcuſs concerning 


were ſo of my Saviour, but no far- | 


ther. Thy Example, O moſt Holy. 


Jeſus, is that which I intend to have 
continually before me, and while I 

| behold thy Body hanging on the Croſs, | 
I will endeavour to copy and deſcribe} | 
the amiable Virtues of thy Soul upon!“ 
my own. My Aim ſhall be to be cru- 
cified to the World by thy Croſs, and 
to have the World crucified to me; 
is be zealouſly affected in that which | 
is good, and meekly patient under Af. 


Z fiction and Trouble, to be actuated by 
the ſame Spirit, and 10 live and die 
: like bee. : 


| SECT. 


CCC e Jos © Ie 


r 


pro ay pt * 


the Lord's-Supper. 
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al. 1 N E Death of Chriſt may be 


17 


conſider'd as a Demonſtratioun 


3 if the moſt aſtoniſhing Love that ever was, 
both of the Father and of the Son; of the 
Father in giving his Son to die for us, 
and of the Son of God who ſo freely of. 
fer d himſelf. God ſo loved the World, John i ii. 
| that he gave bis only begotten Son, that 16. 
whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not pe- 
riſb, but have everlaſting Life. And, 
whereas it is the Obſervation of our 
; | Lord, that greater Love than this bath © 
no Man, that a Man lay down his Life i 
- | ir his Friend, God hath herei com- 
| mended his Love to us, that while We 
| were yet Sinners Chriſt died for us, that = 
we who had been Enemies might be re- 
| conciled to God by the Death of his Son. 


We ſee the Greatneſs of this Love in 


4 8 21 bn eren to God, 


being his only begotten Son who lay i in 
the _ i the Halder: in the Great- 


Jin . 
12. N 


A D vg x conicernin 9 


neſs of the Sufferings voluntarily ſubmit- f 
ted to by him; he ſuffer'd Death, | 
even the ameful and painful Death of 1 
the Croſs: in the great Unworthineſs of |, 
the Perſons to whom this extraordi- 
nary Favour was ſhewn, Sinners, and 
Enemies to God by Sin: and, finally, 


in the /urpaſſing Greatneſs of the Bene- 


Fs thence reſulting, all of chem iſſuing 
into, and as it were ſumm'd up in, 
that now mention'd eternal Life. 
Chriſt's Willingneſs to die for the Ad- 
vantage we ſhould receive, from his 
dying Teſtimony to the Truth of his 
Religion, and his moſt inſtructive and 
affecting Example, muſt be thankfully 
 own'd as a Proof of his Love; but | 
the greateſt Proofs. of that Love are 


Jet behind. 


To perpetuate the Ars of bis ales 
Love, cui bleſſed Saviour inſtituted his 


Supper, to be obſerv'd till his ſecond | 
1 Coming, commanding his Diſciples io do 
it in remembrance of bim. For which | 
Reaſon it may ſeem unaccountable, that | 
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many who own the Inſtitution. 
Aßpoſtles and firſt Chriſtians religiouſly. 
kept this Ordinance, and much oftner 
than we do now, though they had the 
Death of Chriſt freſh in their Memo- 
ries, and ſo could not be ſuppos'd to 


the Lord s-Supper. _ 
| there hould be any ſo miſtaken, as s to 


| ny this Sacrament, or ſo uUngr ateful 
ly | as to allow themſelves, without any 
manner of Uneaſineſs, in the Neglect 


hich I fear is done by a great 
The 


. need a ſenſible Repreſentation of Its 


and of his Love manifeſted therein, fo 
much as we who live at ſo remote a 
© diſtance from the Time and Place of 
| our Saviour's Death, 
| dye ſor us as well as for them? And, : 
if ſo, are we not equally oblig'd to 
celebrate his Love in dying for us? 
Was not this Supper inſtituted for our 
Sake as much as for theirs ? 
one Reſpect, more, as we are now in 
| greater danger of forgetting our Be- 
nefactor; becauſe it is now longer ſince 
that he liv'd upon Earth, and died to 
| procure the Benefits of Redemption 
| for us? 


Did not Chriſt | 


And, in 


And ought We not thank- 
bs D 5 fully 
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ſolemn manner. 


A Diſcourſe concerning 


fully to obſerve an Inſtitution which 
doth ſo mightily aſſiſt our Faith and 
Gratitude? An Inſtitution which the 
Primitive Chriſtians obſerv'd as much 
oftner than we, as, upon the Account 
now mentioned, they [needed it leſs? | 
- Such a Friend and Lover of Souls as 
_ Chriſt hath ſhewn himſelf, deſerves 
never to be forgotten, and, doubtleſs, | 
never will as long as there is a Church | 
upon Earth, purchaſed with his Blood, 
founded by his Preaching, and pre- f 
ſerv'd by his Providence. But then, 
we have Reaſon to believe that it 
is by this Ordinance, which like a Pil- | 
lar bears his Name inſcrib'd upon it, 
that a lively Memory of him is kept 
up in the Church. The unparallel'd q 
Love of Jeſus ſhould be our daily Me- 
ditation: but we muſt not think that 
tmhis excludes the Advantage, and even 
Neceſſity of an Ordinance, in which it | 
1s remember'd after a more open and | 
The Worſhip of 
God is to be perform'd every Day, in| 
the Cloſet, and in the Family, not- | 
eee which God law it . 


ſite 


the Lord's-Supper. | 


ſite to ſet apart one Day in ſeven for 


the more auguſt and publick Perfor- 
| mance. of his Worſhip : and : that 
there is any ſuch thing as true Reli- 
gion in the World we may reckon, 
in great Meaſure, owing to the Ob- 
ſervation of the Lord s- Day; any 
to be attributed to the Lord's: Supper 
that the Memory of Chriſt's Love 
ſpreads and flouriſhes in his Church. 
And I am ready to think, that they 
who cannot be prevail'd on to comme- 
: morate the Love of Chriſt at his Table, 
are not the Perſons who ſtand in leaft 
need of this Aſſiſtance. This then is an- 
| other Notion which we are to form of the 
Lord's Supper; it is the Means appointed 
10 eternize the Memory of Chriſt's dying 
Love, and of the Love of God declar'd 
' by the ſame Event. And, Oh, let not 
| the Remembrance of his Death ever 
N die! But let our Love, inflam'd and 
ſtrengthen'd by this Holy Ordinance, 
keep alive the Memory of his. We 
merit to be eternally forgotten of God, : 
if we can n forget our Redeemer. 


Ds Bu 


19. 


42 
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But why is Chriſt ſo deſirous that 
his Love ſhould be had in everlaſting [7 
Remembrance? Is it only that it may 

be the Subject of a barren Admira-“ 
tion? Or merely for the ſake of our“ 

Praiſes, and that he may have a Name 
theſe are low} 
Ends for the Son of God to propoſe; 
who, being the Wonder of Angels, 
and the delightful Theme of their“ 
Songs, needs not, ſurely, covet the 5 
N of ſuch poor ignorant and 
No, we! 
muſt carry our Thoughts farther. The 


upon Earth? Alas! 


ſinful Mortals as we are. 


Love of Cod, and our Neighbour, are the 


| two Commandments on which hang all 
| the Law and the Prophets; and both| j 
theſe have a new Life and Strength | 
deriv'd into them from the Love of 
God, and of Jeſus repreſented in the 
2 iv. Sacrament of the Supper. 


Here is 


Love, not that We loved God, but tbat | t. 


| be loved us; but then, for this very | } 
| Reaſon we are to love him the more, 
1 John ! iv. „ that he fr/t loved Us. 

bo! is Lare, We are to love his Son 


who 


Next to God, 


was s N 3 © % 5 
das anti 


rt Auer ages; 


FX 


the Lord's-Supper. 


who hath loved us, and given himſelf 


5 


for us; and becauſe God hath ſo loved 


us, We ought alſo to love one another : 


for this is the Commandment of God, 


bat be who loveth God, love his Brother 


alſo 3 and the ſame is Chriſt's New Com- 
mandment to his Diſciples. 


and ſhall prove 


And 


And 


ſurely then, much more in a readineſs 
| to bear their Burthens, to relieve their 
Neceſſities, and to diſcharge all the 
þ other Offices of Kindneſs and Good- 
will to them, ſince no one who is in a 
1 Diſpoſition of Mind, to gre the grea- | 10 


= "4. 


John xiii. 
34. 


We have 
Vall a better Title to one another's Love 
than any of us can pretend to have had 
to the Love of God; 
ourſelves doubly unworthy of this Love, 
if we refuſe to make fo eaſy and ſo 
| reaſonable a Return for it as this of 
 brotherly Aﬀeftion. is an additional 
Motive to univerſal Love, that we 
are all comprehended and embraced 
in the Arms of divine Love. 
how is our Love to diſcover itſelf? 
; Why, if occaſion be, in laying down 
our Lives for the Brethren. 


I John i it, 
16. 


teſt 5 


A Diſcourſe concerning 
teſt inſtance of Love, can be backward Þ 
to do that which is much Jeſs, 7 0 


thou diedſt for me that I ſhould not 2 


1 
. 


Tove, O my Saviour, conſtraineth me 2 
to all this; becauſe I thus judge, that!“ 


live to myſelf, but to thee, And . 


what am I to underſtand by living! 
to thee, but doing thoſe Things“ 
which will be moſt acceptable to thee, þ* 
and moſt ſerviceable to the Cauſe of 
Religion, that is the Cauſe of Jeſus, 7 
in the World? What but my being 


juſt, and charitable, and holy, and, 
in a word, behaving ſo that the World 


may receive ſome of thoſe Advantages, F 
and in a leſſer degree, from me and 
Others of the ſame Spirit with me, as“ 
they would in greater Number, and 
much higher degree reap from thy & 
Preſence and Company, if thou thy- 
ſelf wert upon Earth; and ſo thy Spi- 


rit, breathing and acting in us, and Þ 


ſhedding i its benign Influences upon all | 
around us, may in ſome Meaſure ſup- , 


ply ny ee Abſence, 


the Lepper 


SECT. VI. 


"= T* E Death of Chrij may 


be conſider'd as that of a 
Jar ice, by which the Diſpleaſure of 


Cod was atoned, and the Sin of Man 
en piated. We may here ſay as our 
Lord's Forerunner, when he pointed 
him out to the Jeu, Bebold the Lamb len i, 
/ God, which taketh away the Sin of the 7? 
| World! Once in the End of the World 26. 
bath he appeared, to put away Sin by the 
18 acrifice of himſelf. He bore our Sins in 
bis own Body an the Tree. Now Chriſt's 
Death having thus the Nature of a 
publick Sacrifice, we may regard the 
Supper he was pleas'd to inſtitute, as 

4 @ commemorative Repreſentation of this 
. Sacrifice, and as @ Feaſt upon it. 


Heb. ix. 


1 Per, ii. 
25 


1 The Lord's-Supper is a comme- 1 

moralive Repreſentation of the Sacrifice 

| which our Redeemer made of himſelf on the 

Co. This is the Language of the In- 

04 ſtirution icfelf, From that we learn, 
55 that 
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that The Bread we eat, 


| tively) the Body of Chriſt that was | given i 
or us, andthe Cup ve drink of is (in the] 
Lake i fame Senſe) the Blood of Chriſt which we 
19, 20. 


not, and indeed.cannot be, itſelf f ſuchÞ} 
1 Sacrifice, as the Papiſts affirm, be- 
cauſe it is a commemorative Sign off 
At; and common Senſe will 8 us, 
that the Sign and the Thing Genificdp 


fob 
by it cannot be the ſame. However: vi 
as was juſt now obſerv'd, it is a Repre- 


ſentation of that Sacrifice; very faint}, 
Indeed, but not inſignificant; and eve- 
ry time the de takes the conſe-| 
crated Elements, he doth, as it were, 
lay his Hands upon the Lacrifice re- 
preſented by them, and plead. with, 
God in Virtue of it for Pardon and 
8 Acceptance; hereby uniting hisPrayers| 
and all that he does in the Service off, 
God, to the interceſſion of the greall; 


A Diſcourſe concerning 


is (repreſenta- 


ſhed for us. The Death of Chriſt waz : 
a true propitiatory Sacrifice, and, as ſuch, 


2 
18 commemorated in the Sacrament Of os 
the Supper. But the Lord's. Supper is = 


wh 


f 


N 
. 


71 


" Thigh: Prieſt, : who! 1s ne. into the. 
: Heavens. 


| the Lord's-Supper. 

Heavens. The third and the ninth 
1 Hours among the Jews (their 1bree 
anſwering to our vine o' Clock in the 
Morning, and their Nine to our Three 
in the Afternoon) were call'd Hours of 
Prayers, becauſe theſe were the Times 
of the daily Sacrifice, and the burning 
of Incenſe, when the People choſe to 
offer their Prayers, that they might _ 
accompany the Sacrifices in the Tem- 
ple, and become more acceptable i in 
325 Conjunction with them. Thus in all 

heap our Approaches to the Throne of Di- 

ek; vine Grace, whether in publick or pri- 

re- vate, on the Day of Sacred Reſt, or at 

aint! any other time, we ſhould be mindful 

-Vo Bof the Sacrifice of the Croſs, and the 

aſe Interceſſion of our High Prieſt, found- 

ere, ſeg upon it, in the Holy of Holies above; . 

* "and having an Altar whereof they had 

with no right to eat, woo ſerv'd the 7 aber- 

and] nacle, ſhould by him, who Was our Sa- 

7 rifice, and is ſtill our High Prieſt, 
ce of offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe 10 God con- Heb. xiii, 
ge finually ; ; that is, the Fruit of our Lips, 1915: 


the Feng 2 banks to bis Name. But tho | 
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the Sacrifice of Chriſt be a main ground] 
Creatures, we are concern'd chiefly to- 


formances; yet when we behold this 
Sacrifice repreſented in the Action“ 
perform'd at the Lord's-Table, wee 
| ſeem to have a kind of Signal given ud 
to apply by Faith to this Sacrifice, 


and Opportunity for the exerciſe of ou 
Faith in it. Hiſtory gives us an ac 
count of an Egyptian Nebleman, who; 
out of his great Affection to the Me 

' mory of his Son, had an Image of hin 
plac'd in the Houſe, to which the Ser. 
vants, having committed a Fault, 
would flee for Protection, finding it] 


their Lord. 


4 Diſcourſe concerning 


of our Hope, and what, being ſinful 


* 


1 5 
4 £ 
„ he» 


have Reſpect to in all our religious Per- 


— 


d n 


EYES ” 


and a more than ordinary Advantage 


N I 
eee 


| 
their beſt Refuge from the Anger of 


Here we, who have grieſ 
viouſly offended God, take Refuge by 


( 
[ 
Us 


c 
t 
Faith in Chriſt himſelf, his once dead 1 
but now ever-living Son; in the lively} t 

( 


Exerciſes of which Faith, we are ver 


much aſſiſted by the Repreſentation off 4 
our Saviour” $ Sufferings, exhibited tay. d 


the Lord's-Supper. 
ne us in his Supper. I have ſinned, and 
|; bluſh to lift up my Face to thee, my 


| God; but ſee here what thy beloved 
D f Son hath ſuffered for my Sins! Let thy 
of |} Juſtice behold this Sacrifice, and, after 


that Sight hath diſarm'd Ws. let! it then 
wh L ſtrike. | 
| There are two Things, more eſpe- 
5 cially, which we are taught by the 
| Repreſentation of Chriſt's Sacrifice in 
a8 the Sacramental Supper, viz. he great 
ou Evil of Sin, and God's readineſs to par- 
ac} 1 don it, which we are to conſider as an 
ho! Argument of his great Goodneſs, We 
Me ſee the Evil of Sin in the Sufferings of _ 
him}? other Men, and fee! it in our own; 
but not all the Infelicities of human 
zult Life, nor Death reigning from Adam 
g if! to the laſt Generation of Men that 
ſhall be upon Earth, can afford us that 
ie convincing, that affecting Evidence of 
the Evil of Sin, as the Sufferings and 
Death of the Son of God. Muſt he, 
that exeellent Perſon, ſtyl'd the Son of 
| God, to denote his Dignity, and the 
| Lamb of God, to ſignify his Innocence, 
nnd to Expiate the Guilt of Sin? And 


how | 


"if Diſcourſe concerning ? 
how. great then muſt that Guilt be! 
vhich needed ſuch an Expiation? And] 
why am I from the dolorous Paſſion of 
my Saviour to take occaſion to reflect 
on the Evil of Sin, but that I may beſt 
excited to hate it more than ever, and 4 
10 reſolve and watch againſt it ? This,“ 
lam ſenſible, is the End deſign'd; and) 
I donow therefore renounce all League f 
and Friendſhip with Sin, and, both outÞ b 
of Hatred to that, and Love to my Sa-. 
. viour, intend to purſue it to its utter 
ny finat Deſtruction. And great is 2 
m 
the Encouragement I have to do ſo; f 
ſince in the Ordinance before me, | 
have a ſort of ocular Demonſtration that 6 
God is ready to forgive all Sin; which 
ſhews that he is as good, as Sin is evil 
. Chriſt died as a Sacrifice; 3 and if thi 15 
Sacrifice was not accepted, whereford| 81 
is this perpetual Memorial of it? I} 
ine ficient, why is there not a RepeÞ [do 
tition of the Sacrifice itſelf, but only 50 
of the Repreſentation of it? With 35 
out Controverſy, God is in Chriſt re 
conciling the World to himſelf, andi i 


5 actually reconcibd to all chat repent 
Til. 
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the Lord' a's-Supper. : 


7 he Hope of E Forgiveneſs is eſential to 
Fx Religion of fallen Creatures, and one 
of the firſt and molt active Principles 
of it: And where this Hope is rais'd 


into Aſurance, as it is by the Sacrifice 


of Chriſt which we here commemorate, 
f may it not be expected to be the Spring 
of the moſt cheerful, moſt conſtant, 
and univerfal Obedience? I can no 


more think that God will reject my 


| gocere and faithful Service of him, 
! tho' attended with m many ſinful Failings 
and Defects, than that he will accept 
me, and be pleas'd with me if I con- 
tinue in the habitual Practice of any 
Sin. Eis pardoning and receiving thoſe 
that forſake their Sins, and puniſhing, * 
the more ſeverely, ſuch as will not be 


{ perſuaded to do it, are equally plain 


from this Inſtance of God's Love to 
Sinners, and Hatred of Sin. The 
Death of Chriſt renders Sin more par- 
donable, but not 14 hateful, rather a- 
| bundantly | more ſo: I will therefore 
hope in the Mercy of God becauſe 
Chriſt died; but, for that very Rea: 
'F ſon, that he died, I will not preſume 
np oa, E 2 © ok upon 


| Luke | 


W Dun o voncerning 


upon i it; for if ſo much was done to 


7: ku. 31. " _ be done to the dry; to thoſe who 


by Impenitency in a ſinful Courſe ren- 
der themſelves Veſſels of Wrath filed 


for Deſtruction? as much ficted for it | 
as ae. Wood is to burn. 


„ The. Lord's: Supper is a n 
ao a Sacrifice. It is called a Feaſt, | | 
in alluſion to the Jewiſh Paſſover, for 


1 Cor. v. 
Hs 


Chriſt our Paſſover is facrificed for us. 


preſented to God, ſo do we, Sacramen- 


tally, and by Faith, upon ours, This 
Conſideration of it will ſuggeſt ſeveral | 
Things of great Uſe and "— % 
to our e 


t. ) As a Feaſt it Is very erben e 


os of the Communion of Saints. Eating Þ 
and Drinking together was ever ac-| 
counted a Mark of Friendſhip, and a 

Ty likely way of eſtabliſhing the Union 3 


ef 1 


the green Tree (to him that was righ- 4 
_ teous and innocent, and fo like green 


And as the Jews feaſted upon their 
Paſchal Lamb, after it had been firſt 


Wood not fit Fuel for the Fire) hat I 
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If they 


the Lord's e- Supper. 5 


eſpecially if a Feaſt was added to this 


very end; for, as one obſerves, this 


amounted to a mutual Promiſe of the 
Parties concern'd to live in Peace and 


By how Vid. Gen. 
many endearing Ties doth Chrilt pre- xxvi. 28 


Unity among themſelves. 


ſerve the Unity of his Body the —39. 


Church! And yet all little enough to 


keep the Members of it faſt knit to one 


another! of all the external Bands of 


Chriſtian Love there is none of that 
Efficacy as the Holy Communion. Where- 


fore, it is recorded of the primitive 
Diſciples, That they continued ſtedfaſtly 
in the Apoſtles Doctrine and Fellowſhip, 
and in breaking of Bread and in Prayers; 
and that the Mullitude of them that be- 


Adds if. 


4.) iv. v. 3e. 


liev'd were of one Heart and one Soul. 


that are of the ſame Family, 
and eat at the ſame Table cannot 


agree, they muſt be of a very un- 
happy Temper indeed! We being na- 
n are one Bread and one Body; for we 
are all Partakers of that one Bread. 
| Now if they, who Joining in the dame 
Sacraments, and receiving the ſame 
* are eee, into one a 5 
| 5 - ben! - 


ES. 


A Dj iſourſe concerning 
tical Body, and united to one Head, 


are not able to maintain a tolerable | 
Harmony among 


themſelves, let us 


never wonder that others differ. Should 


not their Care be at all Times, and 
by all Means, 10 keep the Unity of be 
Spirit in the Bond of Peace? Is not this 
the Leſſon we learn from our Lord's | 
inſtituting his Supper? and one Thing 
which we promiſe when we meet at his 
Let Chriſtians reflect on the 
Agreement among Perſons confede-| 
rated in any wicked Deſign, and bluſh |. 
to think that common Guilt ſhould|. 
do more to hold ſuch Men together, 
than the ſame common Privileges | 
and common Hopes to prevent Diſ- 
ſenſions among them. 

a proper place for it, we might farther}. 
remark it, as matter of the greateſt | 
Lanmentation of all, 
ment of the Supper which ſhould be ; 


Table? 


| the Center of Union to the Chriſtian| 


World, 


And, were this i 


that the Sacra-| 


"ne en td BG 2 by, 
tans 2:7! "at Ra 


dna nicht as HAN 


TER * 


* 
2 


4 . 
b 


O 


QS 
— 


„ 


Inſtead of always anſwering| 
that end, hath too often been one of 
the chief Engines to divide Men into] 
; Parties, and the Principal Means to] 
0 Harhen | 


ian 


ing! 
e off 
into] 
s to 
pen 


the Lord Supper. 


| ſharpen and hallow the Zeal of one 


55 


bank againſt another, We need not 
180 ſo far back as the Animoſities a- 


mong ſome foreign Proteſtants in the 


bee, of the Reformation. 1 fear, 


we have too many inftances nearer 


Home. ls it that this Sacrament hath 
of itſelf this Tendency? Or becauſe 
Men cannot be contented to let others 
enjoy the Ordinances of the Goſpel in 
that Simplicity in which Chriſt left 


them to his immediate Followers, nor 


on the ſame Terms of Communion as 


were then thought ſufficient? Be that 


as it may: The Duty of all Commu- 


| nicants lies plain. Does a Perſon love 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity? 


Eph. Vi, 


24. 
Tu certain he belongs to the Commu- 
nion of Saints, whether he be of the 


e Communion that I am a 
Member of, or of ſome other; tho? 
it ſhould be of one from which I am 
excluded, becauſe not able to comply, 
without offending my Conſcience, with 
the Conditions requir'd. In this caſe, 
[I am not preſently to ſhut him out 0 
from a Share in my Affections; but 
2 10: 


af Nr > K 
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to account him as a Brother whether! 

he will call me by that Name or no. 
And when I think that all good Chriſ.-F 
tians are of the ſame Family, and uni- 
ted to the ſame Head, how diſtant. 
ſoever in place, or, perhaps, in Opi- 
nion, I am to ſtretch my Heart as 
wide as. poſlibly I can, that I may . 
take them in all; remembring that the] 
ſame Heaven will receive us at laſt, 
tho? the ſame Place, thro? Neceſſity, 3 
or from ſome unhappy Miſtake, can-Þ 
not hold us upon Earth. — 


0 ) The Lord's Supper, > "Solis 44 
| Feaſt on @ Sacrifice, we have Fell 
ſhip therein with the Father, and with 
bis Son Jeſus Chriſt, The Tabernacle, 
or Temple, under the Law, was 0e. 
| Houſe of God, the Altar his Table, and 
the Sacrifices, brought to be offer'dÞ 
there, were no longer the Offerer's,| 
; but the Proviſions Boy Ga Houle,” and 
are therefore called the Bread, or Food, 
of God. So that when the Offerer was N 
admitted to partake of his own Sacri- 
5 tice, . Was not to conſider it as hig 
. 


2 
* 
1 

2 


own, but as God's, and to look upon : 
© himſelf as God's Gueſt, And js not 


the Lord' 's-Supper, | 


every Chriſtian Church the Lord's 
| Houſe, tho' not in exactly the ſame 
Senſe as the Temple was ſo? Is not 
the Communion Table called the Ta- 1 Cor. x. 


ble of the Lord? And what is provided 555 X1. 


the Lord's- Supper? And the Sacra- 


mental Cup, in particular, the Cup * 5 


the Lord ? Think, therefore, O my 


Soul, 


of the Honour to which thou 
art rais'd! that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


is Maſter of the Feaſt, and that God 


' himſelf vouchſafes his Preſence, and 
| bids every worthy Receiver welcome 
to the Entertainments of his Houſe. y 
This is ſomething more than to be a 
| Gueſt at the Table of the greateſt 5 
Perſon upon Earth; for here thou art 
as truly ſo, tho' 
not entertain'd with the ſame Mag- 
| nificence, as thoſe whom he hath ad- 
vanc'd to dwell in his heavenly Pa- 
The Apoſtle Paul takes Notice, 
that they who partook of the Sacri- 85 
| fices offer'd to Idols, or Demons, had 
[Fellowſhip with thoſe Dzmons ; and 
3 were = 


the Gueſt of God; 


| lace. 


7 


Wo 
1 Cor. x. 
20, 21. | 


"uh 


o. . 


Rom. | | 
viii. 15. 


A our concerning 
were thereby diſqualified from having | 


Fellowſhip with Chriſt, by drinking of] 

his Cup, and partaking of his Table. 
It will not be amiſs if we ſometimes 1 
cConſider that our. Forefathers, being 
idolatrous Gentiles, were among thole| 
who were in Friendſhip wich falje 
Gods, and Strangers to the true; while 


we, their Deſcendants, are brought 


nigb by the blood of Chriſt, much nea- 
rer than our Heathen Anceſtors 3 nayÞþ 

nearer than God's peculiar People them-Þ 
ſelves under the Law. For, agreeably 
to the ſuperior Excellency of our Sa- 
crifice, is our greater, F reedom of Ac- 


cels to God WhO. having beſtow'd on 


- mM the. Adoption of Sons, hath fen 


forth the Spirit, of his. Son into our 
Hearts, crying Abba Father ; not. the 


Spirit of Bondage, but the Spirit ofÞ , 
Adoption; to encourage which filialſ 
Spirit, and humble Boldneſs towards] 
God, the whole Frame of the Goſpel | 
Diſpenſation is viſibly fitted, and par- 
o ticularly the Ordinance of the Supper. 
We are now treated more as Children, 
and are, emphatically ſpeaking, a Peo-· 
eh th near unto the Lord. Nox 


1 15 Lord' Supper. 


— 
0 


a Now, ſince ſuch is the Nature of 
p q this. Ordinance that the Bread which 
we we break is the Communion of the Body 
ag [+ 7 Chriſt, and the Cup of Bleſſing which 
oe #1 we bleſß is the Communion of the Blood 


mn. | of Chriſt, what manner of Perſons 
ile | ought Chriſtian Communicants to be 


111. | in all Purity of Heart, and Holineſs ? 
a- | of Converſation, who are receiv'd in- 


"59 


I Cor. X. 
16. 


ay] to this intimate Converſe with the 


m-| Holy God, and with his Son Jeſus 
bly Chriſt the Image of his Holineſs ? 
Sa- What Communion hath Light with Dark- 


Ac- neſs? If we ſay we have Fellowſhip 


Jon with him, and walk in Darkneſs, we 


ſenti lie, and do not the Truth, but if we 
our Þ walk in the Light, as he is in the 


the Light, wWe have Fellowſhip one with 


2 Cor. vi, 


14. 


1 
5 „ 


9 | another; and the Blood of Feſus Chriſt 
ilialf bis Son cleanſeth us from all Sin. We 


UP are, doubtleſs, at beſt unworthy of 
ſpelſ this Communion with God, and not 


ſo well qualihed for it as were to be 


ih deſir' d. And hereupon we might be 


Do. ready to queſtion our being privileg d 
| [with ſo near an approach. to him, but 


that 


bo 


that he hath put it out of all doubt] 
by condeſcending to our Weakneſs, x 
and, in a manner, appealing to our! 

= very Senſes, in order to convince us, 
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. 


I 
of his entire Readineſs to receive us, b 
worthleſs as we are, and unfit as we _ 


are for his Society, to dwell with us 


He that inviteth us to his Table wil ” 
not deny us his Preſence and Converſeg 
there, Let us acknowledge our Un " 


preparedneſs for Communion with b 


God, and the Backwardneſs of ou: : 1 
bad Hearts to it, but let us not doub: 47 
of God's Willingneſs to have Com) m 


munion with us; provided only tha th 
we come not in our mora] Unclean 7: 


neſs or Pollution; for we are never w 


to forget this, that without Holine pl 


we can no more be really nigh 70 G0 I. 
In this World, than. we can /ee hi c 


La in the next. And it would be 
ery ſtrange if any ſhould be fo ex. 


creding fooliſh, as to think of put th 


ting the Blood of Chriſt itſelf, and 


the Sacrament of his Supper in thi fo 


room n of this Holineſs, when both thel B, 
o 


and 
_ thi 
the! 


the Lord's oper: 


; do ſo clearly inſinuate the abſolute 
4 Neceſſity of it. 


di bo ipber Being 


FTraſt upon a Sacrifice, there ſeems to 
be ſufficient Ground for our conſi- 
dering it as a ſolemn Form of renew- 

ing our Covenant with God; and a 
| Means and Sign of our participating 
nin the Bleſſings of the Covenant. The 

| Book of the Law, containing the Pro- 
miſes of God to the People of 17ael, 
and the Terms upon which theſe Pro- 
miſes would be fulfill'd to them, is 

EF therefore call'd the Book of the Cove- 

1 ant; and, becauſe when this Book 
vas read in the Audience of the Peo- 

'F Ihle, who promis'd that all that the 

| Lord had ſaid they would do and be 5 
lik obedient, there were Beaſts offered in 

Þ Sacrifice, with the Blood of which 
Moſes ſprinkled the People, to denote 
the ſolemn Ratification of God's Co- 


venant with. them, this Blood, there- 


fore, hath the Name given it of the 
Blood of the Covenant. In like man- 

net, the Goſpel being God's New x 
5 . Cove : 


ed - 


| Heb. z. 
29. 
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| Covenant with all ſuch as believe in 


by which this Covenant was confirm'd, 


is 83 call'd the Blood of the Co- 
venant. The Covenant of Grace hath Þ 
an eſſential reſpect to the Sacrifice of 
the Croſs, as the Foundation upon | 
Which 1t reſts; and foraſmuch as in! 
the Lord's- Supper we both ſacramen- 
zally and Jpiritually partake of this] 
Sacrifice, it does very naturally ſug-P 
geſt the Thought of renewing, by and | 
through this worthy Sacrifice, our Co- 
venant with God, and the Dedication 
of ourſelves and all that we have to] 
him. In the 30% P/alm we have an 
Edid from the King of Heaven pub- 
liſh'd in the following form of Words, 
Gather my Saints together unto me, thoſe 
that have made a Covenant with me by 


Sacrifice. This is ſpoken of God's an- 
tient People, who enter'd into Cove-| 
| nant with him at the very time that 
| the Sacrifice was s Killd and offer'd, | Cr: 
ane, 7 


RS po A * 
, f : 9 


Jeſus Chriſt, as the New Teſtament, | 
in which the Goſpel i is recorded, may, 
very properly, be ſtyl'd the Book of 
the Covenant; ſo the Blood of Chriſt, Þ 


the Lord Exec OTE Gs 
nb Whereas, here, the Sacrifice is firſt | 
„offered, and offered once for all, and 

„ | then, with an Eye to this Sacrifice, 

of | we covenant with God, one Perſon 

e, | after another, and one Generation 

d, | after another, either fgly, as in Bap- 

0-| tiſm, or a whole Society together, as in 

th the Lord's- Supper. The firſt time of 

of | our approaching the Lord's Table 

on | may, upon ſome Accounts, be the 

in | moſt awful, as we then firſt of all 

-y. | communicate in the Memorials of our 

his Saviour's Body and Blood, and wy 

g- theſe Sacred Symbols confirm and ſo- 

nd | lemnize our Dedication to God: But, 

o-] then, we renew this Dedication, r 

ion] Covenant, every time we receive the 

to] Holy Communion. Tis true, when — 
an] Chriſt fays, this Cup is the New Taſta- hw. 
ub- ment, or Covenant, in my Blood, the = 
ds, direct meaning ſeems to be no more 
boſe | than this, that the Sacramental Wine 
- by| is a Figure or Memorial of the Blood 
an-| of Chriſt, by which the New Cove- 
yve-| Pant was eſtabliſh'd. However, be- 
that] cauſe in the Lord's-Supper we do ſa- 
rd, nee eat the Fleſh, and drink 
reas, 6 5 F - the 


Rom. iv. 
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the Blood of Chriſt, we may there. 
fore be allow'd to look on this Ordi- 
| nance as a Form of Covenanting between! 
God and us, and à Seal of the Cove- 
ant both on his part and ours. When] 
Abraham is ſaid to have receiv'd the] 
Sign of Circumciſion, à Seal of the 
Righteouſneſs of Faith, what are we to 
underſtand by this Metaphor of a Seal] 
but the Aſſurance which God gave] 
Abraham, by this external. Sign, of the 
Acceptableneſs of his Faith, for the] 
fake of which he was pleaſed to eſta - 
bliſh his Covenant with him? Thel 
Mletaphor is borrowed from a well 
known Cuſtom of making Things firm 
and certain by ſetting a Seal to them. 
And why may not the Lord's-Supperf 
be, for much the ſame Reaſon, e- 


RY Henkel a Seal of God's Covenant 


with us, being a viſible Sign or To- 
ken of his Covenant: Favour towards 
us ? The Soul, by Faith, may hear 
God ſpeaking to it after ſome ſuch 


manner as this: Come hither, O thou 
whom I love; I do here promiſe up 


on 1 the Tp and Blood of my Son 
2 bbs Le ² 


— — — aa, a 


— — 


perf 
nant 


bot 


ſuch 
thou 


vp 


Son 1 myſelf bound o live o 
1 3 


„ 


| the Lene Supper 


to be thy God, and to do for thee 
all that can be expected from that 
Title; and let this Body and Blood 
de Witneſs between me and thee, for 
the Performance of my Promiſe. With 
all poſſible Humility and grateful Joy 
| (replies the Soul) do I accept thy Of- 
fer, O moſt merciful God, and on the 
ame ſacred Pledges I promiſe to be 
thine, taking thee, O Father Almighty, 
for my God and Father, my ſovereign 
Owner, andeverlaſting Portion; Thee, 
O Son of God, for my all ſufficient Re- | 
| deemer and only Advocate; and pat- 
ting myſelf into the Hands, and un- 
der the Conduct, of the Holy Spirit 
as my Sanctifier and Guide, my Helper 
and Comforter; I preſent myſelf a_ 
living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 


| God, which is my reaſonable Service: 


I take the Precepts of the Goſpel for 
hear] the Rule of all my Actions, and rely 
upon the Promiſes of it as the im- 
moveable Foundation of my Hopes : 
I reſign myſelf to thy Diſpoſal, ac- 


_ 


6 
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thy Glory, and vow by thy Grace to 
be obedient and faithful to the Death, 
This is not the firſt time I have thus 
covenanted, but I now chearfully re- 
new the Engagement, being ſenſible 

that I cannot be bound too faſt. 1 
am continually in fear, if the Cords 


be not ſtrengthened, leſt in this fluc- 


tuating World I ſhould break from 


my Anchor, and be driven off from 


| thee. I do here therefore again upon 


the Body and Blood of Chriſt ſwear 


to be obedient and faithful. Lord, 


thou art Witneſs to my Oath, be thou 


my Help. Can any Thing be con- 

ceiv'd more awful and binding than a ö 
Covenant ſo trunſadtedd > 8 
It follows, that the Lord's- 8 


is a Means, and Sign, of our partici- 


pating in % Benefits of the Covenant; 
ſuch as Peace of Conſcience, Joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt, Strength of Grace, | 
and more overflowing Hopes of fu- 
ture Bleſſedneſs. I have not men- 
tion'd the Pardon of Sin, becauſe 
wjuhe ever the Sinner repents, and ap- 
L Plies to the Blood 4 Hintz, his Sins 

| | 85 are 


e 8 


2 


| the Lord's- Supper. | 


are immediately forgiven him. His 
Pardon is not delay'd till he comes 
to the Sacrament; nor, if a Man 
comes to it in an unrepenting and 
| unpardon'd State, does he go away 
| juſtified, only for the Merit of this 


Action; which, I fear, is the miſta- 


ken Notion of fome, who ſeem to 


make uſe of the Sacrament, as too 


| many in the Church of Rome do of 
Confeſſion to a Prieſt, to pay off the 


old Score, that they may go upon a 


new one; a Miſtake too dangerous to 
be lighted, and too abſurd to need a 
long Confutation. All ſuch Thoughts | 
are effectually overturn'd by this one 
| Conſideration, that the only Terms of 
| Forgiveneſs are Faith and Repentance, 


Faith working by Love, and Repen- 


| tance iſſuing in Obedience; fo that 
| where theſe are, there is Forgiveneſs: 
| where theſe are wanting, in vain does 
any one take Sanctuary at the Lord's 
Table, which can no more afford 
Shelter to ſuch than the Altar did to 
the Murtherer that fled to it. The 
NO on or no mon mo ge 


wo 
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Hand al Law is expreſs, Thou ſhalt take him 


14. 


from my Altar that be may die. But 
tho? God hath no where tied the For- 


giveneſs of Sin to Mens receiving the 
Sacrament, yet ſince Forgiveneſs itſelf, 


and the comfortable Senſe of that For- 


giveneſs are two Things, and the lat- 


ter admits of variety of degrees; we 


may hope to find great Advantage 


by conſcientiouſiy attending on the 
Lord's. Supper, with regard to 10e 
| Aſſurance of God's forgiving Love, 


and a larger Effuſton of the Spirit of 


1 Light and Holineſs and Conſolation 


upon us. Of all this the Sacrament 


of the Supper is a proper Means, as it 


tends to beget in us thoſe pious Af, 
fections and holy Purpoſes on which 
God will never fail to confer his Co- 


venant Bleſſings. What Thankfulneſs! 


what Love ! what Indignation! what 


| Zeal! what Deſire! muſt the Sight . 
07 what 1 is here beheld, raiſe in an in- 
> genuous Mind ! Thankfulneſs to God, 


Love to Jeſus, Indignation againſt Sin, 
Zeal i in 1 the Service of our dear Lord, 


and 0 


the Lord's- s-Supper. 
and Deſire of being approv'd and ac- 


cepted of him. No Ordinance better 


fitted than this to kindle devout Af- 
fections, wherein we have the Prince 
of Life, crucified before our Eyes, ſuf- 

fering, bleeding, groaning, dying; 
and all this for our Sakes; to /ave us, 
and deftroy Sin, A Scene fitted to 
work on all our Paſſions, and at the 
fame time to engage the Concurrence 
of our reaſonable Powers. Our Af. 

fections in this Ordinance can never 
be wrought up to that degree (I 
mean the Affections beforemention'd) 


but that our Reaſon will approve of 
it, and even require more. To which 


let me add, that receiving the Sacra- 
ment being, in reſpect of the ſincere 
Chriſtian, an Act of Obedience and 


Love, both to God, and his Saviour, 


he may warrantably expect that it ſhall 


not go unrewarded. He comes be- 
cauſe it is his Duty; 
| his Delight; 


and his Duty is 
and will not God beſtow. 


ſome Marks of his ſpecial Favour 
upon his willing and chearful Ser- 
N vant? 


as 


wenn neg 
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vant? And then, as this Sacrament | 
is @ Means, ſo, to every worthy Recei- 
ver, it is a Sign of his participating 
in the Benefits of the Covenant. For 
ſurely, O my Soul, this eating and 
drinking was not ordained to be an 
empty, idle, Ceremony, The Thing! 
| ſignified is thy feeding by Faith on] 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt z or 
rather thy communicating in the glo- 
rious and happy Effects of his Body] 
broken, and Blood ſhed. So, indeed Þ 
thou doſt at other times; but more] 
particularly now that thy Faith in a 
crucified Saviour is actually exerted, | 
and accompanies the Memorials off 
his Death. He that gave himſelf for] 
thee on the Croſs, and gives him-F 
ſelf ro thee, in the Sacrament of thef 
Supper, can withhold nothing from 
thee. Does not the very time ſeem tof 
Juſtify our Expectation of partak ing! 
in tbe Grace of our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, 
| the Love of God, and the Fellowfbiph 
of the Holy Ghoſt? What time fof 
- proper to receive the Manifeſtations 


of 


the Lord's-Supper. 


of theſe, if we put ourſelves in a 


| Readineſs for them, as when we are 


| receiving the Pledges of them, and 
| renewing that Covenant in which they 
are promis'd? Having receiv'd Gifts 
| for Men, when will our King be- 
| ſtow them, if not at his own Ta- 
be? — This concludes the fifth 
Head, viz. the Death of Chriſt may 
| be conſider d as that of our Sacrifice. 
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$RCT. VI. 


Conqueror. So it is ex- 


preſiy ſaid, that through Death he de- 
ftroy'd him that had the Power of Þ 
' Death, that is the Devil, and delivered 
them who through fear of Death were 
all their Life-time abjeli to Bondage. 
e Wiſdom of God is remarkably 
| ſeen in defeating the Malice of wicked] 
Men, and apoſtate Spirits, by thoſe 
very means which they make uſe of 
to bring their evil Devices to pals, 
How great was Satan's Triumph,F 
when, _having put it into the Heart. 
of Judas to betray Chriſt, and puſh*dF 
on the Jews and Romans to crucify} 
him, he ſaw the dreadful Deed ac-f 
_ compliſh'd ? Little thinking, that 
what he ſo rejoic'd at would provef ; 
the moſt dangerous Blow to his Em. 
pire that he ever receiv'd. Chriſt 
had overcome the Devil in the Wil. 


5 1 Cernels: 


b. O UR Redeemer died as a | 


| way to Victory. 
| Inſtances of thoſe who have conquer'd 
at Death, and, having beaten their 
Enemies, have then died well pleas'd; 
Lo! here is one who conquers by 
dying; not a common Enemy, but 
the univerſal and the laſt Enemy of 
Mankind, even Death itſelf. He was 
born that he might. die, 


the Lord's- Supper. 


derneſs: On the Croſs, his victory 


over him is render'd more complete. 
By the Influence of his Death to de- 


ſtroy Sin, and to aboliſh Death the 
Effect of Sin. 

Sampſon brought Death upon himſelf, 
| he involv'd great Numbers of the 
Enemies of God in the ſame common 
' Deſtruction. But, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
it was not Sampſon's Death that was 
| fatal to the Philitines, but the laſt 
Act of his Life. 
| preſent Caſe, Death itſelf was the 
There have been 


By the ſame Act that 


Whereas, in the 


to riſe again. Our Saviour's deſtroy- 
| ing bim that bad the Power of Death, 
is beſt explain'd by his aboliſhing Death ; 
the ſame Word being us'd in both 1 
J tho? differently tranſlated, - 


ot 


and he died 


2 


27. 


Rom. v. 
a 1 4. ; 


= Immortality 


4 Dita ancerbg 
tt appointed 10 all. Men once to die; 
Heb. ix. We 0 258 


but then Chriſt died that he might 
deſtroy, or make void, that Death 


which paſſeth upon all Men, by ob- 
taining a Reſurrection for all, and 
for all that do good a Reſurrec- 
tion to eternal Life and Happineſs. 
And, by making void all that Death 
had been deing for ſo many | thou- 


fand Years, he fruſtrates, or makes 


void, the Deſign of that wicked Spi- 
vit through whoſe Temptations Man | 
firſt loſt Immortality, and by whom, 
as a fort of Conqueror, the human 
Race are held in Bondage to the] 
Chriſt Þ 1 
the ſecond Adam, or Head of our Race, | 
dying without having deſervd Death, | 
and dying in our ſtead, recovers that 
which the firſ# Adam 
by his Sin had forfeited for him- | 
ſelf and Poſterity. 
ion, then, let us think of our dying 
Lord, when we ſhew forth his Death] 
im the Sacrament of the Supper, Let] 
us think of him as vanguiſbing, not | 

as as vanguifo'd. Let his Death be con- 

: ke ider'd wg 


Fear of Death and the Grave. 


Under ibis No- 


_ » the-Lord's-Suppet. \ 


ſider'd by us as the Purchaſe of out 
Immortality, 
| which, in this caſe, we ought not to 
| {eparate from his Death, being fa 
nearly and ſo neceſſarily connected with 
it, as the Pledge and Aſſurance of it. 
| By this means, we ſhall find Refuga 
in the Meditations of Chriſt's Death, 
| eſpecially at his Table, againſt the 
| Fears of our own. 
fear to die? Why fear to paſs inta 
| the State of the dead? Hath not my 
Saviour taſted of the ſame bitter Cup? 
And was not his Death ſoon followed 
by his Reſurrection? In like manner, 
| tho? Icdlie, I ſhall live again, becauſe 
| Chriſt liveth,s the interval indeed is 
like to be much longer between my 
Death and my Reſurrection: 
what of that, ſince the Souls of the 
faithful immediately go to be where 
Chriſt is, and 1 have the ſame ters - 
tainty that I ſhalk rife in the laſt Day, 

as that my Redeemer is already riſen? 


Why ſhould 1 


But 


And that I ſhall riſe to dwell with 


Chriſt for ever, as that [ live and die 
to him now? For i Reaſon, while 
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I am commemorating the Death of 
my Redeemer, I will take the occa- 
ſion to celebrate his Conqueſt over 


Death; and to comfort myſelf with 


the Proſpect of that univerſal Triumph 

of all his Members over it, which 1s 
reſerv'd to complete and crown the 
1 Cor. xv. 
3 57 


Solemnities of the laſt Day. O Death, 


_ where is thy Sting? O Grave, where 
is thy Victory? The Sting of Death is 
Sin, and the Strength of Sin is the 
Law, but Thanks be to God who giveth 
1 the N _ Jeſus c our 
Tord. 


1805 7h We may nie the Daath F 
c briſt as the Ground of his Exaltation. | 
For becauſe he humbled himſelf,* and] 

became obedient to Death, even the 
Death of the Croſs, therefore alſo hath} 

God highly eralted him, and. given bin 
a Name which is above every Name, 
that at the Name of Jeſus every knee | 
ſhould bow, of Things in Heaven, and] 
Things on Earth, and Things under the] 
Earth; and that every Tongue ſhould} 


Conſe eſs that 7 ow Coop. is Lord, 10 the 


wy . N 135 


_ the Lone Goji. N 
Glory of Godi the \Father. The whole 


| World abies to his Authority, and 


all that can, are to acknowledge it, 


; by a voluntary Subjection of them- 
| ſelves to it. 
; himſelf is brought in laying to his 
Son, Thy Throne, O God, is for ever and Heb. i, © 
ever, 4 Scapter of Righteouſneſs is the 9 
| Scepter of thy Kingdom. Thou baſe loved 
: Righteouſneſs, and hated Iniquity, there- 
fore God, even iby 
with the Oil of Gladneſs above thy Fel- 
| lows; advanc'd thee far above all thoſe 
who, like thee, partake of che royal 
State and Dignity. 2 
| Places compar'd together we learn 
chat what was ſo highly pleaſing to 
God in the Death of his Son, and 
that for which he hath exalted him to 
his own right Hand, 
with all Power both in Heaven and 
in Earth, 


In another place, God 


God hath anointed thee 


From theſe two 


inveſting him ; 


is the Obedience and Sub- 


miſſion to the Will of God which he 
| manifeſted therein; his Love of Holi- 
neſs, and Zeal for the Advancement 
| of it, which was the great Motive 
10 his ndertaking. the Office. of Me- 
diator 


. 
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A Diſcotirſe concerning 


f diator between God and Man, and 
diſcovers itſelf throughout the Exe- 
cution of it. From the Humiliation 
of Chriſt the Son of God, which is the 
firſt Scene that opens to us when we | 
are participating in the Memorials of | 
his Death, let us paſs, in our Thoughts, 
to his Exaltation which ſoon followed. 
He firſt ſuffer'd, and then enter'd into 


Glory. From hence I am inſtructed 


by what Method I may gain the di- 
vine Favour, and advance myſelf in 
itz; not by praiſing his filial Obedience, 

and Reſignation under Sufferings, while 

I indulge to a fretful and repining 

Temper myſelf; not by truſting to 

his Righteouſneſs when I am without 

the love of Righteouſneſs in my own | 
Heart, and a Stranger to the Practice | 
of it in my Life, I cannot think, if! 

I think ſoberly, that I can riſe by | 

any other way than that in which the 
Son of God did; that tho' I do not |. 
_ imitate him in his Hatred of Iniquity, 


yet for his Sake who hated it, and 45 


becauſe he hated it, God will beſtow | - 
the ſame Marks of his Favour upon. | 


b be Lord's-Supper, 
me as on thoſe that are moſt like 
| which he receiv'd as the Reward of 


ſcend on me who have nothing to pro- 


di mate me to endeavour after the higheſt 


i- | Meaſures of it, ſince in the ſame de- 
in J gree as [ approach my Saviour in Ho- 
e, lineſs now, I ſhall approach him in 
le Happineſs and cont hereafter, | Once 


more. 


his Holineſs and Obedience ſhall de- 


duce of either; not even the loweſt 
. | degree of Goſpel-Sincerity. Let this 
J. | convince me of the Neceſſity of Ho- 
'o Þ lineſs that I may pleaſe God, and ani- 
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5 8750. T HE Death of | Chriſt may 
be conſider d in the rela- 
tion it bears to bis ſecond. Appearance: 
For as often as we eat this his Bread, 
and drink this his Cup, we do ſhew his 
Dc each, till be come. Come he will then, 


and till he does come, his Church on 


Earth is never to ceaſe ſhewing forth 


his Death. As he was once offered to | 


bear the Sins of many, io unto them 


that lock for him ſhall he appear the 
ſecond time, | without Sin (i.e. an Of- 
fering for Si n) unto Salvation. He then Þ 
came to purchaſe Salvation, now to 


confer it. Theſe two, viz. the firſt 


and ſecond coming of Chriſt, how] 


| great ſoever the diſtance of time may 


be between the one and the other, 
ought to be join'd in the Chriſtian's | 
View, as they are mention'd together | 
In the Paſſage juſt now cited; as f- 
1 as your this Bread, Sc. We] 


| believe 


"the Lorde-Supper. 


believe that Chriſt died, and to pub- 

| liſh this belief we ſhew his Death in 
| this Ordinance. But we believe alſo _ 
that he roſe again from the dead, 
that he aſcended up far above all 
Heavens, and that from thence he 
ſhall deſcend in the ſame manner as 

| his Diſciples ſaw him go into Hea- 
ven; and, in Teſtimony of this our 
| Belief, we ſhew his Death till he 
come. This Ordinance hath a double 
Aſpect in one; it does at the ſame 
time look backward and forward, be- 
ing a thankful Commemoration of the .. 
| meritorious.tho? accurſed Death which 

| our Saviour fuffer'd when he firſt came 
into the World, by virtue of which 
Commemoration it becomes a joyful 
Pledge of his ſecond glorious Ad- 
vent; and as ſuch he left it to his 
Church, which is never to part with _ 
the Pledge till the Perſon himſelf 
comes to redeem it by his Preſence. 
An Appearance this is which every Lo- 
ver of Chriſt ſhould rejoice to think 
on, ready to cry out in the Extaſies | 


0 0 Py * 


of his Paſſion, Come Lord Feſus, come b 
quickly! In this. Myſtery, 1 fee thee Þ 


ou from the Bache: 420 _prefout with g 
#4 Lom Above all, when: J hall 
put on Wy-glorified Body, and,. 1 vit 
the many thayſands, and thouſand times 
ten thouſand of his Saints that haye 
a ever liv'd ; upon Earth, ſhall a/cend 10 
zv. 17. 

. ſolv'd and acktowledg/ti;by. him and = 
by kim preſented holy, and, without int 
blame to God even our, Father 3 ſee 


him array'd in Majeſty and Love, and] is 
fall 3 at is Feet, Lord, C 
13 5 „5 What _ 


| A Diſcourſe concerning 


datkly as through'a Glaſs: O When tt 


hall I behold there Face to Face n 
When will: the Sun of Righiecuſneſ, 
break through all interpoſing Veils, f 
that theſe Shadows may be done away, 
and bis Spouſe the Church have the 
Pleaſure of ſeeing him in all his Glory !Þ þ 
sweet are the Approaches, he now 
makes to! our Squls ;) theſe diſtant] 


and cloudy Views are a mighty Re- ſh 
| freſhments. how. much * ae Eke f 


2 I. 3-4 as 


meet him in ibe Air, be publickly ab · 


al 


- 'the LordyBuppdr,- "= 


en tte Death of Carift, and Ggnify no 


e! more, it would be but a [heartleſs and 
2 a melancholy Entertainment. We 


Is, ſhould fit penſive at his Table, and 


y, have no Objects before us but ſuch as 5 
he] were fitted to feed our Sorrow. But, 


y bleſſed be God, from the Death of 


o Chriſt it carries our View to the con- 


int cluding Day of the World, when he 
Le- ſhall be revral'd in the Glory of the 
ca- Father, and. of his Holy Angels; 


ab-F and thine Eyes, O Chriſtian, ſhall ; 
it behold him, "thine, and not another's. 
all Thy Saviour died, but he is not pe- 
ich riſn'd; he ever livetk to govern the 
nes World, and intercede for his Church. 
He is gone, but not with a Deſign 
And needs 
muſt this be a pleaſing Meditation 
to one whoſe Soul is continually reach- 
ing out after his Redeemer. The 


never more to return. 


faithful Tfraelite was characteriz d by 


and is earneſt Ex pectation of the „rt 
Yd, | een of the Mala; ; the true Chriſ. 
bat 2 1 


ne] what ill our Trumf ports bel Did this 
ee ſacred Action only lead us back to 
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hi D courſe concerning | 


lian is known by the Belief and Hope Þ { 
of the ſecond Coming of his Lord, and t 
his care to prepare for it. The Sacri- 4 
fices under the Law prefigur'd Chriſt's a 
Oblation of himſelf on the Croſs; þ 
but that the Jews had a diſtintÞ / 
| Nation of this figurative Meaning of Þ f 
their Sacrifices, and thereby had their! 
Faith ſupported and aſſiſted in re- t 
gard of that Sacrifice which was to 
be offer'd in the Fulneſs of time is 7 
not ſo certain; whereas the Chriſtian] © 
hath. in his Hands the Memorials © 
of that precious Death, as a kind off n 
Security of his coming again under a b. 
more godlike Form. The firſt Ap-F G 
pearance of Chriſt put an end to p 
the Figures of the Law; his ſecond] d. 
will aboliſh the ceremonial Ordi-P ac 
nances of the Goſpel. And gladly will! 
the Church make this Exchange off 
Faith for Viſion, of the Shadow for] 
the Subſtance, of the Sign for the. 
| Thing ſignified. For tho' the Faith- C 
ful love this Ordinance much, they] 
1 love Jew. himſelf more, for hole | fo 


| Chriſt, 


be 
JOoclineſs ! 5 
partaking f "the. Lord's: Supper co 

i declare my Belief of Chriſt's coming 
again to judge the World, 
, be glorified 1 in his Saints? And ought 
not this to mind me of another 
| thing which I ſhould propoſe by it, 
even the making more ready for his 
and behaving with A con- 
ſtant regard to that great Day, that. -- 
ſo I may be able to give up my 


Coming, 


the Lord's-Sapper. 


| fake ales they love this Inſtitu- 
| tion. 
and in bim; though now they ſee him 
not, believing they rejoice with Joy un- 

| ſpeakable, and full of Glory. And is 
| it ſo, that I love the Appearance of 
and am perſuaded that all 

| thoſe things that are ſaid concern- 

ing the awful Circumſtances of that 

| Appearance, and the important and 
everlaſting Conſequences of it ſhall 
| certainly come to paſs? | Lord, what 
manner of Perſon then ought Ito 
holy Converſation and 


Him having not ſeen they love, 


in all 
Is it one end of my 


wy Account with Joy? Let me watch, 


becauſe = 
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A Diſcourſe concerning 
| becauſe I know not the Hour when 
our Lord ſhall come: and let me 
never forget, that ſuch as I am at the 
time of my Death I ſhall be found 
in judgment; and that my Death 
3 like to be conformable | to my 


R E F L EC 


the Lord's. Supper. 


REFLECTIONS. 
- HIS. Diſcourſe will. naturally 
lead us to make the few follow- 


ing RefleQions, | 


0 . e 


1 HE. « main 1 U and (wich foms 
Fl * = Reſtriction, We may ſay) the 
1 ultimate Deſign of the Lord's-Supper is 
the promoting of the Life of God in the - 
Soul, and the Practice of univerſal. 
| Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs ; the no- 
bleſt End that can be accompliſh'd 
in us, being inſeparably connected 
with the Glory of God, and our 
own final Felicity. And, perhaps, 
Ino one Ordinance advances this End 
4” Hz - 0 


— 


þ 4 * Fr 
— 7 , * 2. 2 * 1 8 - 2 — 3 Fr — -4 22 
. 2 — wo DT: 3 n 3 — i : : 83 Ar 
2 . _ *** 2 45 — r rt] * — : _— 
2 aw — — n : 2 — e CAC ITT 
r wt SEEDS L : . BEE EF! — Derry; wth, 


7 3 
A 


A Diſeeurſe concerning 
ſo viſibly and effectually as this 
does; not only as we are hereby 
put in remembrance of our Duty, 
and diſcern the manifold Obligations 
to it, and do more directly and ſtrong- 
ly engage to walk circumſpectly, 
holily, and unblameably; but alſo, 
e principally, as the Motives to a 
Holy and Chriſtian Life drawn from 

the Allurements of Example, the Ties 

of Gratitude, the almoſt irreſiſtible 

Force of Love, from the moſt ami- 
able and encouraging Repreſentations 

of the Deity, the moſt inviting Pro- 
ſpects of another World, the glorious 

Rewards of Piety beyond the Grave, 


and finally, from the Worthlefliek | 
and Inſignificancy of all thoſe Things] 


which are the uſual Incentives to 
corrupt Aﬀections, and Temptations 
to ſinful Actions, are all compris'd, 
and, as it were, cloſely crowded to- 
gether in this one Inſtitution, What 
one thing is wanting to exerciſe the 
; Spiric of Devotion, or to increaſe 
it? to actuate every Virtue and Grace, 
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_ the Lord's- Supper. 
or to engage us to grow and improve 
in it? *Tis a ſort of Summary of all 


| the Helps and Encouragements which 
ö God hath vouchſat'd us in the way 


to Heaven. So that whoever does 


not take it in this View, bur reſts in 
the preſent Action, as having I know 
not what kind of Charm and Efficacy 

to do us a great deal of good, with- 
out making us a whit better, hath 
| certainly a very wrong Notion of it. 
Nor can Chriſtians be too often warn'd 

| againſt ſplitting on this Rock, which 
' hath been fatal to ſo many. 
Lord's. Supper is a venerable Inſtitu- 
tion; but, after all, is no more than 
an inſtrumental Duty, and ſo not 90 
be compar'd with the inward Power 

of Chriſtianity, and the ſubſtantial 

Virtues of a good Life. 
of indiſpenſible Neceſſity, and eternal 5 
Excellence; whereas all the externa! 
Parts and Offices of Religion are of 


The 


Theſe are 


more or leſs Value according to their 


greater or leſs Subſerviency, as Means, : 
accompanied wich the lafluences of di- 


H 3 vine | 


A . Diſcourſe concerning 


vine Grace, to promote theſe Ends: 
and conſequently „ Where theſe Ends 


are not in any degree anſwer'd by 
them, all the Eſteem we profefs for 
them, and all the Attendance we give 


do them, is in the Sight of God, of 
no gl and value at all, 


2. By the ſame Rule the « Chardths 


of the Perſon who hath a Right to 
come to the Lord's-Table, and who 


therefore ought to accept of the Invi. 
tation to come, will be eaſily ſettled, 


He that hath in ſome good Meaſure 
already attain'd to that Temper of 
Mind, and leads that kind of Life] 
which this Ordinance was intended, 
and is fo remarkably fitted, to carry | 
on and perfect, hath the Qualifica-| 
tions of a worthy Communicant. He 
hath Faith, and Hope, and Charity, is| 
humble and penitent, loves his Sa- 
viour more than all, makes Conſcience | 
of every known Duty, and flees every 
known Sin; and having the Thing it- | 
ff, w which we call Keligion, cannot 


Want | 4 


the 1e Sepper, 


want a competent Knowledge of it, 
F | which. he will endeavour to render 
more clear and comprehenſive, He 
may be very imperfect in all theſe 
Reſpects: but will he therefore ab- 

| ſtain from the Lord's- Supper, when 
by devoutly attending upon that In- 
ſtitution he may reaſonably hope to be 
aſſiſted in going on to Perfection? 

| His very Senſe of his Imperfe&ions, as 
long as he does not allow himſelf in 
them, is à good Sign, and ought at 
once to encourage him, and to make 
him willing to accept of all the Helps 
and Directions he can get in order to 
his gaining greater Heights. 
he is ask'd, why he does not come to the 
Holy Communion, can he appeal to 

his own Heart, that if he thought it 
his Duty, all Circumſtances conſider'd, 

he would not upon any account what- 
ſoever ſtay away? How eaſily may 
| this be turn'd upon him, and made 
uſe of to convince him, to his own _ 

| great Comfort, of the very Thing he 
(Os, of, Viz, his Right, and conſe- 


When 
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| quently his Obligation, to communi- | 
cate? Would he rejoice to come, if 
all Hindrances were remov'd? Then, 
tis plain, he loves the Duty. He 
gladly would communicate, if he 
thought he might, and endeavours 


to get all the Satisfaction he can in Þ * 
the matter; that is, he diſcharges his Je 
Duty in other Inſtances, and would = 
do ſo in this, but that he fears his Þ by 
Sin would be greater in coming than] 1 
it is in ſtaying away. And is not this f 
2 Proof of bat good Conſcience which, Þ N 
if any thing can do it, muſt entitle F 5 
a Man to this Privilege? But, per- f 

| haps, there are thoſe who fancy ſome- 
thing more is neceſſary than Since- | F 

: rity; or that the Danger is ſo exceed-| | 
ing great of communicating upon a By 

_ miſtaken Suppoſition of our having Þ E 
a Right when we have none, that no-Þ 
thing but a Certainty of our having | a 
that Right will Juſtify us in running 'T 
ſuch a dreadful Hazard? As to the 
former; if Sincerity, and not any par- N 
ticular eminent degrees of Holineſs, ff 


"el. 


f ther E is no need. 8 


the Lord's appr 


be the Condition of Salvation, there can 


be no good ground, ſurely, to imagine 
that ſome farther Condition is necel- 
| ſary to qualify us for commemorating 
| our Saviour. If the latter be their Fear, 
and this their Fear be well-grounded, 
how very few, that had well conſi- 
der'd the Thing, would venture to 
receive, 
1 bably 
ſaid to be certain of their Integrity? 
But let us not frighten ourſelves where 
If we ſhould come 
to the Lord's- Supper, not being, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, meet to partake of it; there 

| is nothing in this Action, being done 
upon a Miſtake, but we may 1 
well ſuppoſe God will eee and 
pardon, as long as we come out of 
Conſcience, and with a pious Deſign, 
and, if we are yet ſhort of the Chriſ. 
tian Stature, are endeavouring every 
Day to come up to it: 
any Thing in the Nature of the In- 
| ſtitution itſelf that ſhould give us theſe 
| terrible * of it. For let 


when the Number is pro- 
ſo ſmall of thoſe who can be 


very 


Nor is there 
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us ſuppoſe that we had nothing re- 
lating to this matter in Scripture but 
the Account which the Evangeliſts 


have deliver'd to us of the Inſtitu- 
- Mat.xxvi. tion, viz. That 7eſus tog Bread and] 
26.— 30. bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave it to 
the Diſciples, and ſaid, Take eas this is þ 
my Body; and that be took the Cup] 
and gave Thanks, and gave it to them 
ſaying, Drink ye all of it, for this is my] 
Blood of the New Teſtament which is 
ſhed for many for the Remiſſon of Sins; 
and that, at the Concluſion of this] 
Holy Feaſt, having ſung an Hymn, they 
dent out into the Mount of Olives :| 
Is there any thing in the Words off 
the Inſtitution, or in the Circum- 
| ſtances of that firſt Supper, that ſhould| 
deter any Chriſtian of a ſober Conver- 
ſation from doing as he is here com- 
manded? On the contrary, is there 
not every thing to invite, and in af 
manner force his Compliance; be 
Nature of the Action, being nothing] 

elſe but a Feſtival Supper, of a reli-| 

gow kind, the nien Familia- 


rity By 
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p ric of the Maſter with his Diſciples, 
and the Deſign of it, to keep up the 
Memory of their Friend and Bene- 
factor? And may we not therefore 
| ſafely conclude, that nothing we meet 
with in any other part of Scripture 
can be inconſiſtent with the Incou- 
' ragement which every upright Soul 
may draw from the original Inſtitution ; 
| unleſs there is ſome particular Reaſon _ 
added for it? But now, that Paſſage 
| in 5. Paul's firſt Epiſtle to the Corin- 

| thians (which is the Place that hath 
given Birth to ſo many groundleſs Scru- 

| ples and Terrors, or at leaſt hath been 
made uſe of to feed them) hath nothing 
of that Nature. It contains a Reproof 
of ſome in that Church for their receiv- 
4 ing the Lord's. Supper in ſo ſcandalous, 
ſo irreverent and ſo diſorderly a man- 
ner, that they might very well be ſaid 
not 10 diſcern ibe Lord's Body; not ob- 
| ſerving that Decorum and Sobriety at 
the Lord's-Table, which all Chriſtians 
ought to do at their common Meals. 
Hoe much les making a due Diſtinc- 
tion : 
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tion between that ſacred Repaſt, and 
their uſual ones. Who could have] 
 fajd leſs on this Occaſion than the Apo- 
ſtle does? Or who would not think 
that a like Irreverence would unfit us 
for the ordinary Worſhip of God?f 
| Notwithſtanding which, we do not. 
reckon ourſelves excus'd from coming 
to the Houſe of God, but only o- 
blig'd to behave with greater Reve-Þ 
rence when we are there. Tis true, 
Cor zi. the Apoſtle ſays, That be that eatethf 


A Diſcourſe concerning 


and drintetb unworthily eateth and drink- : 
eth Damnation to himſelf, not diſcerning 
_ the Lord's Body. But let the Apoſtle 


| himſelf explain what he means by 


eating and drinking unworthily, and what. 
by that Damnation that is hereby in- 
curr'd. The Irregularities of the Co. 
rintbian Church which occaſioned this} 
part of the Apoſtle's Letter to themP 
will explain the former, and what} 
they ſuffer'd upon this account the] 
latter; ſor ibis Cauſe (as it follows inf 
_ the very next Verſe) many among | 
e are weak and fickly, and man)] 

| . 
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: Hep, or die; ſo that bodily Diſorders, 
Sickneſs, and Death, were that Zudg- 
ment (for ſo the word ſignifies) which 
ſuch unworthy Receivers eat and drank 
to themſelves; not Damnation, as we 

commonly underſtand it, of future 

and everlaſting Puniſhment ; as is 
plain to a Demonſtration from what 
the Apoſtle himſelf faith, that they 
were thus judg'd or chaſten'd of the 
| Lord that they might not be condemn'd 
with the World. And this will help 

to clear the other Expreſſion (ver. 27.) 

of their being guilty of the Body 

and Blood of the Lord; it ſignifies 
their ſhewing ſuch a Diſreſpect to the 

- Sacrament of Chriſt's Body and Blood, 

as would expoſe them to the Tokens 

of God's Diſpleaſure here mention'd. 
| I ſhall only add, that this Inſtance of 

Severity was no more than neceſſary, 

in the Beginnings of Chriſtianity, to 

beget in the Minds of Men a proper 
| Reverence for the Inſtitutions of the 

| Goſpel 3 and is agreeable to the Me- 

chod AY obſerv'd both by God 
eee 
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and Men in making Examples of 
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thoſe who are guilty of the firſt Acts 


of Contempt and Diſobedience againſt 
their Laws and Conſtitutions. Thus 
concerning the Man that was found 


gathering Sticks on zhe Sabbath Day, 


Numb.xv. 
35 


God thus makes . known his Plea- 
ſure, He fhall ſurely be put 10 Death, 


all the Congregation ſhall ſtone bim with 
Stones without the Camp. Thus Ana- 


nias and Sapphira his Wife, for bring- 


ing part of the Price of the Poſſeſ- 


ſion which they had ſold, as if it 
had been the Whole (which is called 
lying to the Holy Ghoſt) are both of 


them ſtruck dead upon the Spot. 


15 This Inſtance of Severity, added to 


that other beforemention'd of the 


Infliction of Diſeaſes and Death upon 
ſeveral Members of the Corinthian Þ 
Church, may ſeem not very well to 
ſuit with the Nature of the Ge, 


Law, which is @a Law of Love; yet 


when it is conſider'd that this was 
in order to ſecure che greater Ve- 


neration 


2 
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yet 
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neration to the Chriſtian Religion, 


then in its Infancy, and to convince | 
the World that as it. Came. from God, | 


ſo it was under his peculiar Regard 


and Protection, we ſhall no longer 
wonder at c the Reaſon of it. 
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3. WW E may from hence fatisfy 


ourſelves as to the Prepa- 


ration neceſſary to every particular 
Communion. Am I called to ſhew 
forth the Death of Chriſt? And am 


I in a State and Diſpoſition of Mind 


for this Sacred Action? Have I clean 
Hands, and a pure Heart? Am I 


under no ſuch Diſorders either of | 
Body or Mind as would incapacitate Þ 
die for attending upon this Ordinance 
without Diſtraction, and receiving Ad- 
vantage by it? Why then ſhould I Þ 


| baniſh myſelf from it? It may be 
I have not been able to ſpend the 


| woe) time in the Exerciſes of Devo- | 


n preparatory thereto. But ſince 
this hath been through no Fault of 


my own, not out of Choice but Ne- 
ceſſity, and I think myſelf, notwith- 
ſtanding, in a olerabls 4886s diſposd 


Irre N KF" 
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] for the ordinary Worſhip of the. 
| Lord's: Day, ſo as to be able to com- 
| poſe my Thoughts, and raiſe my Af- 

| feftions towards heavenly Things, 
why ſhould I imagine myſelf for- 
bidden to approach the Lord's Table? 
| Is much more time neceſſary to empty 
| my Heart of worldly Thoughts and 
Cares than I am Maſter of >- If ſo, 
I have reaſon to fear that [ love the 
World abundantly too well, or am i 
too much involv'd in the Buſineſs of 
it; and ſhall therefore do better to 
ſet myſelf to remove the Cauſe of 
my Complaints, I mean that inordi- 

| nate Affection to the World which 
| makes it ſo difficult for me to get 
leave to go aſide and converſe With 
| God, than letting this alone to be 
| oblig'd to have recourſe to certain 
extraordinary Acts of Meditation, 
Prayer and Humiliation, at the Ap- 
proach of every Communion, and to 
lay the main ſtreſs of my Preparation 
| at leaſt, if not of my Religion, upon _ 
I. . If this, neither be the Cauſe 
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of Mens thinking ſuch a particular 


Portion of Time "employ'd in devo- 
tional Exerciſes abſolutely neceſſary 
to their Preparation, let them enquire 
whether there be not ſomething of 
| Superſtition in it; which is a thing 


that will not add either to the Com: 


fort or the Credit of their Religion. 


Does not our Fear of God himſelf 


degenerate into Superſtition when it 
breeds a Servility of Spirit, and per- 
petual Diſquietudes, making us ap- 


prehend his Diſpleaſure for Things 


which we do not fee any intrinſick 
Evil in, and don't know that he hath 
forbidden? In like manner, Is not our 

| Regard to any Ordinance ſuperſtitious, 
when we are afraid to attend upon 
that Ordinance becauſe we have not 
had time to do more by way of 
Preparation for it than is any where 
regquir'd of us? For where is it ſaid 
that we muſt ſpend. ſo much time | 
in Preparation for the Lord's-Supper, 
or not come to it? Methinks, I would 
not hare ſincere and devout Souls 
: . ſetter 2 


the Lord's-Supper. 


fetter the free Spirit of Religion with 
| unneceſſary and even prejudicial Rules, 
and lay Burthens and Limitations on 
| themſelves which God hath not laid 
upon them. As long as they guard 
againſt Extremes, Jam far from 
| diſſuading or diſcouraging their in- ; 
dulging to their pious Inclinations. 
| On the contrary, I ſhall take leave 
to offer them a word or two of Ad- 
vice, as to the manner of employing. 

| their time when they have it, that 
they may come to this Holy Feſtival _ 
with the greateſt Compoſure and Ele- 
vation of Soul Lg . can. — 


Let chew” examine. whether as to 1 
the habitual Temper of their Minds, 
and the general Tenor and Flow of 
their Lives they go backward or for- 
ward in Religion. Let them be 
thankful for any Victories they have 
been enabled by the Grace of God 
Ito gain over themſelves and the 

| World, and for any Progreſs the 
have made in che Chriſtian Life ; J and. -. 
5 e 
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at a ſame time humble themſelve; 
before God for any Defects which! 
upon Enquiry appear to them; that 
their Conformity to the Example and 
Precepts of Jeſus is no greater, and 
that they are not more ſteadily and 


op their Chriſtia. 
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powerfully influenc'd by his Love. 


Let the Grace of God that hatnj 


wrought effectually in them, notwith- 


ſtanding all their Infirmities, animateÞ 


them to go on chearfully the reft of 


their way; and by the Inſtances 
wherein they have been wanting in the] 


Improvement of this Grace Jet them 


be taught to be more watchful, cir-F 
cumſpect, and abounding in good 

Wolks for the future, Let them! 
reflect whether there be not ſome par- 
tic lar part of their Conduct which 
does not ſo well ſuit with the Rules 
Prof, ſſion, nor match | 
fo agreeably wit ch other Parts of their | 


:” Character; whether there be any Li- 


berties or Inculgences which, tho? in- 
nocent in themſelves, yet becauſe 
of their e prov'd Snares and 
: : Temp: * 
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Temptations to them, they ought not 
to have allow'd themſelves in, any 
Gift or Grace that needs to be ſtird 
up; and let them ſtrive to come be- 
hind in no one thing whereby they 

may adorn the Doctrine of 1500 our 
| Saviour. 


As to Meditation 1 Let them eſpe- 
cially make choice of thoſe things for 
the Entertainment of their Minds, 
which have the moſt apparent Ten- 
dency to weaken their enn 5 
with the preſent World, and to 
ſtrengthen the Union of their Hearts 
to God and Jeſus, thoſe transform 
ing Objects; to enlighten them witn 
juſter Not ions of the Nature of true 
Religion and Godlineſs, ad to ſhew 
them the Neceſſity, the Beauty, and 
de Advantages of it; that ſo all the 
Springs and Principles of Activity in 
the Chriſtian Life may, as much as 
poſſible, be reduc'd to this one of 
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boly Love and Delight; or at leaſt ; 


May. not interfere with it: Such things 
8 8 | 8 


- 


as will warm their Hearts with Senti- 
ments of Zeal and Gratitude, render r 


after. the Periection of the heavenly T 


would have the happieſt Effect upon 
them to awaken their drowſy, or to 
cheer and enliven their drooping, Minds, Id 
and by that means would make them 
approach the Lord's Table with equal 
Care and Satisfaction. e 


For the ſake of ſome let me add, 
by way of Caution, that in our Pre- Jig 
parations for the Sacrament there is 
need of Prudence, that while we are 
afraid -of taking too little time, we 
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beyond our Strength, and tire and ho 
exhauſt thoſe Spirits which we. ſhould|, . 
only exerciſe ; the Conſequence off,, 
which will be that we ſhall have nol..: 
: Life and Vigour left when we comelg:. 
to the Lord's Table, and ſo be readyſo, 
to impute to our Indevotion what ig 
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Sin more hateful and deteſtable in 
their Eyes, and quicken their Deſires 


World. Meditations of this kind! 


do not impoſe Tasks upon ourſelves * 
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really the effect of our Indiſcretion. 
Having made us Men, Creatures com- 
pos'd of Fleſh and Spirit, God re- 
quires not of us the ſame Flame and 
Intention of Devotion as from Angels, 
but conſidereth our Frame, and remem- 
breth that we are but Duſt; which is 
Reaſon enough why we ourſelves ſhould 
i See: 

| 4. We may from hence too forma 
judgment of worthy Receiving, as well 

as of the worthy Receiver. As he is 
the moſt worthy Receiver who hath 
moſt of Fe/us in him, of his Mind, 
his Image, his Spirit; ſo that is the 
moſt worthy manner of receiving that 
flows from theſe Principles. It does 
not conſiſt in rapturous Flights of the 
Imagination, and ftrong Workings of 
the Paſſions, which have their Foun- 
dation in the natural Conſtitution more 
than in a clear Diſcernment of the Spi- 
ritual meaning and intent of the Or- 
omeqqinance, and a lively Senſe of the 
great Benefits reſulting from it. When 
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When I have Jeſus Chriſt evidently 
ſet forth as crucified before my Eyes, 
am I mov'd with the Thought of it 
after much the ſame manner as I am 
at the recital of a ſad Story, and does 
the Impreſſion wear away like that of 
à Tale that is told? However I may 
flatter myſelf, theſe are not ſo much 
the Operations of Grace as of Nature, 
The Chriſtian that is aſſiſted by this 


Ordinance to ſee the great Evil of 


Sin, and the Love of Jeſus in deli. 
vering from it, and to perceive the 
many forcible Motives and Engage. 
ments to all Holineſs of Converſation 
that he here meets with, ſo as to be 
more in Love with his Duty (by which 
only he can know that he loves his 
Saviour more) to have his pious Reſo- 
lutions more eſtabliſh'd, the Tender. 
neſs and Senſibility of his Conſcience 
encreas'd, and to be brought more 
under the Influence of the Doctrines 
and Precepts of Chriſtianity in all his 
Actions; this is he who receives moſt 
VWorthily, whether he hath, or hath 


Eg 


the Lond's-Supper: 


not, the Happineſs of warm and melt- 
ing Affections. For we are not to 
make an Eſtimate of ourſelves by theſe, 
Y but by other Marks. Theſe, tis 
true, are very deſirable Things, and 
to be ſought after, tho' not in the 
firſt place; but then they are not ne- 
ceſſary in all, and perhaps in none at 
all Times; and they may deceive us, 
not being join'd with the Things now 


of ſuch a Nature, that in Caſe we find 
them in ourſelves we cannot be miſta- _ 
ken in arguing from them to our own 2 
Advantage. 5 
In regard to the Thoughts and Me- - 
ditations that are moſt proper at the 
Lord's Table, ſome Helpand Direction 
may be had from what hath been of- 


0" fer'd in the preceding Diſcourſe ; * and 
il more from the Holy Scripture: pro- 
© vided in the Courſe of our Reading 
Nl ve remark ſuch Paſſages, and endea- 
wy your to imprint them on our Minds 
9 EE * . 


th! The Devotions that fallow, Were e not in th ff 5 
| Edition of this Diſcourſe. ” 


mention'd; whereas theſe latter are 
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and Memories, as will very naturally 
bear to be applied to the Sacrament 
of the Supper, and be of uſe to feed 
the Flame of Devotion while we are 
1 of it. 


There Semi to be no great OC- 


x 960 for any Diſt inct Rules concern- 


ing our Behaviour after the Holy Com- 


munion. For what ſhould our Beha. 
viour be afterwards but the ſame as it 
ougght to be before and at all other 
times, that is, uniformly Holy and 

| Good? A fancy that we are oblig'd 
to greater rineſ the next Day, or 
following Week, after a Sacrament, 
than we are when it hath been longer 
paſt may be of ill Conſequence 3 and 
will certainly be ſo, if we think the 


more ſtrict we are before and after a 


Sacrament, the leſs Care of our Be- 
haviour we are oblig'd to in the time 
between. A Life of Chriſtian Piety, 
being the End deſign'd to be promo- |þ. © 
ted by every Duty of divine Worſhip, 
| particularly by the Lord's-Supper, is 
2 what we are to o be concern'd tor, and 
not 


| 
[ 
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not to truſt. to occaſional Heats and 


Starts in Religion. 
6. We here ſee the Advantage of 


frequent Communions ; and the Anſwer 
to the common Objection againſt them. 


The Advantage is, that theſe frequent 
Communions tend to promote our Pro- 


oreſs in the Chriſtian Life ; the Objec- 
tion againſt them, that Communions, if 
frequent, will loſe their Solemnity. But 
very much doubt that in this caſe Peo- 


ple deceive themſelves with a wrong 


Notion of Solemnity. Do they mean 
that they ſhall not come with that un- 
accountable Awe and Dread upon their 
Minds? And what if they do not, as 
long as they are ſerious and devout? 


We ſhould think it very odd Reaſoning, 
ſhould we hear Men take up a Reſolu- 


tion not to worſhip God all the Week 
long in their Families or Cloſets, to the 
end the Duties of God's Worſhip may 


be the more ſolemn, when per form'd 
in his own Houſe, and on his own Day. 


And yet the Caſes are not altogether 


unlike. An habitual ſeriouſneſs and 


Nc er vor . n is mat in the 
K 2 . Nature , 
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Nature of Things, to be expected from 


the frequent returns of Holy Duties, 
and not from long Intermiſſions of them. 


And the more habitually ſerious we are, 
ſo much the better, and in ſo much the 
better Preparation ſhall we be to wait 
upon God in every Ordinance. Let 
us not therefore of Choice take up 
with very rare Communions 3 or, 
g where Circumſtances will admit of! 


it, be againſt having them more fre- 


quently. If we communicate ſeldom | 
| becauſe we cannot communicate of- 
tener we muſt be contented, and dof 
as well as we can; but by no means 
be the better pleas'd with our Situ-ſ 
ation in this Reſpect, and think wel 
have more Reverence for the Lord's. 
Supper than ſome have, for no other 
Reaſon than that we do not come 
to it ſo often. In a word, let u- 
ſtudy how to make this and every 
Duty of Religion profitable to the 
5 building us up in Holineſs and Com, 
fort, ene Faith unto Salvation. 
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T H E Author 5 Def, jon in ; this little 
Preſent which he makes the Pub- 
lick, is not to confine and fetter be 
Devotion of pious Communicants, but 
aſſiſt it, by furniſhing them with Ma- 
terials for Meditation, which they may 
bave always at Hand, to make uſe f 
when, and in what manner they judge 
convenient. Souls the beſt turn'd for 
the Exerciſes of the ſpiritual Life have 
not at all Times the ſame happy flow | 
F 7 bought, or livelineſs of Afﬀettion : 8 
| and, when this is the Caſe, that their 
uſual Activit) fails them, who can tell 
but they may find ſomething or other 
here which may help to rouſe their At- | 
tention, io lead them into a Train of 


| Thinking, and ſo fan the ſacred Fire 


that it may burn the more brightly ? 


Aud if this may be ſuppos'd of theſe u- 
erior Souls, much more of . in lower 


A 2 . = 


farther I can do but to commend what 


To the READER. 


Claſſes. As Devotion, true, enlighten'd * 
Devotion, is one of the moſt Sublime, and, ] 
dit hal, moſt delightful and uſeful A. 
tainments of the human Mind, being not 
only a very great Support and Refreſo- 
ment to it, a ſort of heavenly Muſic 
in the Heuſe of its Pilgrimage, but a 
_ conſiderable Help to the moſt are | 
Practice of all Virtue and Goodnejs ; I 
Pall efteem myſelf not a little I 3 
to contribute in any degree to the ſpread 
ing, or the Exerciſe and Improvement, 
of fo excellent a Diſpoſition. I have 
ſincerely attempted it, and have nothing 


follows 10 the Bleſſing of God, and th 
Reader's candid and 2 Peruſal. 


m4 a rewel, 


H. 6 


DEVOTIONAL 
EXER CI 8 E 8, 


Relating to the 


Lord 8 Supper. 


| Before, or Preparatory 70 
e 
: E © T:: . 


K > 5 OW, O my Soul, that thou 
=> art retir'd from en, 


ing 2 "Laſt thou ever 0 com. 


ſider'd thy Nature, thy Intereſt, and 
thy Danger ? that thou art a ſpiri- 


| cual Being, reaſonable and immortal, 
capable of other and nobler Pleaſures 


than thou receiveſt from the Enjoy- 


ments of the World, and by the In- 


ſtrumentality of the Body; of a higher 


and more permanent Felicity than 


Talls within the Limits of this tranſi- 


ey: 


3 C 
r A 


Denia Exerciſes 


175 tory Life? and that without a great 
deal of Thought and Care, thou art li. 


able to be excluded from all Title 


to this, which is thy proper Portion, 
and at the ſame time depriv'd of all 


thoſe inferior good Things which thou 


art too apt to miſtake for it, and 
to place in the room of it? inſtead 
of attaining Ha ppineſs, the Thing thou 
art ſeeking after, to fall into a ſtate 
of Miſery from which there is no 


Hope of riſing again? haſt thou 


conſider'd, O my Soul, what the Son 
of God hath done to awaken ”"_ | 
| out of the common Lethargy, t 
cure thee of thy Blindneſs, to = 
chaſe Happineſs for thee, and to di. 
rect, aſſiſt, and animate thee in the 
Purſuit of it? Acknowledge, O my 


Soul, thy infinite Obligations, under 


| God the firſt Mover, to the Redeemer 


of Mankind, the great Lover of Souls, 


who, to ranſom them from the Evil 
they ſuffer'd, or were expos'd to, and to 


raiſe them to the higheſt degrees o 


PerkeRtion and Bleſſedneſs their Na 
wed 


to thee? 


relating tr the Lord's-Sapper; 
ture and Faculties would admit of, 
came down from the Boſom of the 
Father into this ſinful World, cloathed 


himſelf with human Fleſh, and hu- 
man Infirmities, taught the moſt ex- 


cellent Doctrine, enforc'd it by the 
moſt perfect Example, and the moſt 
precious and divine Promiſes, and 
freely ſealed it with his own Blood; 
which we are taught to regard. not 
only as the Blood of a Martyr, but 
an atoning Sacrifice; who eſtabliſh'd 


Ja Church, or Society of faithful Per- 
ſons, and took care that nothing 


ſhould be wanting for its Preſerva- 
tion in the World, and continual E- 
dification in Faith, and Holineſs, and 
Charity, and Conſolation. And canſt 
thou deny any thing to ſuch a Friend, 

ſuch a Benefactor as Jeſus hath been 

When he hath. provided. 
thee with all the Means and Aſſiſ- 
tances thou needeſt, in order to thy 
going on to Perfection, among o- 
thers with the Inſtitution of the Ho- 


N * 8 ſhouldſt thou not thank. 


il | 
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| fully accept, and faithfully improve 
them? O my Soul, reſolve, and let c 
nothing turn thee from thy Purpoſe, | 
that the ſerving and imitating thy 
Saviour, and preparing thy ſelf for 
that blefſed Immortality which he 
| hath procur'd for, and reveal'd and 8 
promis'd to thee, ſhall be thy chief 
Aim, thy conſtant Employment, du- 
ring the reſt of ay N upon 
: Earth; Coe 


») UT what is it, O my Soul, that thyf ing 
Saviour requires of thee ? I hear wi] 
him ſaying, do this in Remembrance} ow 
of me; but what is it that he wouldfare 
have us do? Is it to make ourſelves off ly 
no Reputation and become poor forſhea 
his ſake, as he did for ours? to re-[wh 
nounce every thing that this Life not 
hath in it t moſt ene or pleaſant of 
5 8 ſely 


relating to the Lord's-Supper. 


| uſcleG Auſterities? and to retreat 
: from all the Affairs and Converſa- 
TI 


Wine as Sacramental Memorials of 


his Body broken, and his Blood ſned 
I for us! how eaſy the Command! 
and how inexcuſeable thoſe who, call- 
thy ing themſelves the Diſciples of Chriſt, 
ear will not, through ſome Fault of te”. 


zncel own, be perſuaded to do as they 


uldJare commanded, or do it negligent- 


s offly and indevoutly | Haſt thou never 


forfheard, and admir'd at, the Cruelties 
_reÞwhich the Worſhipers of falſe Gods, 
Lifqqnot only voluntarily but with a ſort 
nt Hof Pride, have practiſed upon them 


to ſelves, in honour of dumb Idols? 
a „„ 


tion of the World into barren De- 
farts, and frightful Solitudes? No 
ſuch thing; tho' had he bid thee 
give him ſome ſuch ſevere Proofs 
of thy Remembrance of him as theſe, 
thou couldſt not in Gratitude have 
refus'd him; how much more when 

he only enjoins thee, in a religious 
Manner to make uſe of Bread and 


3 9 
to afflict the Body with painful and. EE 
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.” Devotional Exerciſes 
thy merciful Lord calls for no ſuch 
Teſt of thy Love to him. He makes 
this, indeed, a neceſſary Qualification 
for thy being his Diſciple, as it 1s 
in the Nature of the Thing, that thou 
keep his Commandments; but either 
thou knoweſt not what his Com- 
mandments are, or muſt be oblig'd 
to own that they are not grievous. 
That I love my Fellow-Diſciples, and 
cultivate a benevolent Diſpoſition to- 
wards all Mankind, that I be humble, 


meek, merciful, temperate, that I be 


not anxiouſly thoughtful about fu- 
ture Time and Events, lay not up 
for myſelf a Treaſure on Earth but 
in Heaven, that my Treaſure being 


there my Heart may be there alſo; 
| theſe, and ſuch like, are the Com- 
mands of the Bleſſed Jeſus, who, as 
a2 Means admirably adapted to my 


_ delightful Progreſs in theſe and all 


other Virtues of the Chriſtian Life, | 
does farther enjoin a devout Atten-| 


dance at his Table, there to receive 


che Pledges of his Love, and Grace 


_ to help in "wy" time of Need. 


SECT, 


relating to the Lord's-Supper. 


SECT. III. 


M, thou not gte lee, 
O my Soul, that thy Redeem- 


er's Yoke is eaſy, and his Burthen 


light, if thou reflect that inſtead 
of thoſe numerous Rites and Ceremo- 
nies which the Moſaic Law appointed, 


and which render'd that Service ſo 


burthenſome that an Apoſtle of Chriſt 


| ſcruples not to call it a Yoke which 


neither they nor their Fathers were 


able to bear, the Chriſtian Church hath 


no other Obſervances of a ritual Na- 


ture but thoſe two ſimple and eaſy 


Ones (eaſy to be underſtood, and as 


eaſy to be practis'd) of Baptiſm, and 


the Lord's-Supper ? and that of theſe 


two the latter only is intended to be 


repeated? ſo little does our Divine 


Maſter delight in abridging his Fol- 


lowers of any Liberty they can rea- 


| ſonably deſire ; and ſo much is he con- 
cern'd that their Duty ſhould be their 


Pleaſure, or a . natural. Source of it. 
„ B 2 


The : 


Devotional Exerciſes 


The Things recommended and moſt 


ſtrongly inſiſted on by his Goſpel, 
are thoſe weightier matters of the Law, 
Judgment, Mercy, and the Love of 
Cod, Things intrinſically Good, and 
Amiable; and to the Honour of 
this Sacrament of the Supper it may 
be obſerv'd, that, tho* a poſitive In- 
tilution, yet, to thoſe who receive 
it in a right Manner, *tis of unſpeak- 
able Uſe to promote the Life of God 
in the Soul, and the Practice of all 


thoſe Virtues by which We reſemble 
God in the Converſation, Where- 
fore, O my Soul, inſtead of being | 


influenc'd by any Objections of weak, 
or ill. deſigning Men, againſt the In- 


ſtitution it ſelf, or any trifling Ex- 
cuſes that may tempt thee to neglect 


the Obſervation of it, or vain Ter- 


rors which would rob thee. of the 
| Pleaſure it was deſigned to afford | 


thee, with all Readineſs obey the In- 
vitation to this ſacred Feaſt, and with 


5 all Gladneſs of Heart ſet thy ſelf to 
5 celebrate the Love of thy Saviour 


. 


„ 


relating to the Lords Supper. 


8 E C T. V. 


ry df "Kin; when we could remember 
him without any ſuch Ceremony? 
Confeſs, O my Soul, oblig'd as thou 


art, to have thy Saviour perpetually 


in Mind, haſt thou not found it too 
eaſy and common a Thing for thee 
to forget him? to Joſe thy ſelf and 
the Thoughts of an blen Saviour 
amidſt the Cares, or Amuſements and 
Delights of this vain World ? 'tis 


not what thou Houldſt do, u ca 
Queſtion: Thou ſhouldſt, there is 


no doubt, be ever looking unto Jeſus, . 
and embrace every Opportunity of 
converſing with him in thy Thoughts 


and Meditations, without any other 


Monitor, or Prompter, than a grate- 
| ful Heart. 


but is it thus thou wouldſt act, " 
left entirely to thy own Diſcretion 5 


This thou ſhouldſt do; 


B 3 


TOR ak; Why Chriſt would 
have us eat and drink in Memo- 


13 
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5 and Choice ? record this, O my Soul, 
among the Inſtances of the kind ind 
tender Care of thy Redeemer that 


he calls thee off from the Purſuit 


of the World, hath made it thy 
Duty to diſmiſs thy meaner Paſſions, 
and, in the Abſence of theſe, to 
_ commemorate him in this ſolemn 
Manner, and by theſe external Signs, 
that thou mightſt have thy Thoughts 
of him better fixed, and thy Aﬀec- 
tions more powerfully actuated and 
enlivened, and by this Means be diſ- 


. poſed more naturally to remember 
him at other Times, and in the or- 
dinary courſe of thy Life. From! 


this facramental Tranſaction, frequent 
ly and rightly perform'd, will pro 


ceed ſuch a ſtrong Attachment to] 
thy Saviour, ſuch a prevailing Bent F 


N in thy Inclinations, as will make it 
next to impoſſible for thee to live 
in an habitual Forgetfulneſs of that 


Jeſus, whoſe dying Love, with un- 
feigned Zeal and Gratitude, thou haſt | 


ſo often ſhewed forth in his Supper; 


relating 70 the LortuSipper. 


| he will dwell in thy Heart by Faith, 


| have the Poſſeſſion of all thy Facul- 


ties, be precious in thy Eſteem, and 
dear to thy Memory. And then far- 
ther, attend to this, as a Conſidera- 
tion of no ſmall Weight, that the 
Remembrance of Chriſt in the Holy 
Communion is not a private and ſo- 
litary Act, but of a publick Na- 
ture, a Declaration of the Faith of 
the Chriſtian Chur:h, and of the 
high Veneration it hath for a cru- 
cified Saviour, and ſo is better fitted 

to do Honour to his Memory, and, 
as an everlaſting Monument, to ſpread _ 
and perpetuate it in the World, And 
ſurely, O my Soul, this muſt be a 
very great Recommendation of this 
Ordinance to thee, and to all the 
faithful in Chriſt, that by publick- 


ly and conſtantly attending upon it, 


every one of you in ſome degree 
helps to ſupport the Memory of your 

great Redeemer among Men. Would 
not every one that remembers Chriſt 
himſelf have others to remember him ö 


too ? | 


„ 
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too? would he not have his Love 
dwell in the Hearts, and his Name 
upon the Tongues of all Men ? and 
the little he can do to this end 
| muſt he not do? and be exceeding 
| glad if he could do more? - |” 


8E CT. yo 


2 — 


UC 


relating to the Lord's-Supper. 


SECT. v. 


Tabs agaip, 0 my Soul, with 


what view our graciousRedeemer 
obliges us to remember him. He 
had ſome Deſign in demanding this 
of his Followers, eſpecially in ap- 
pointing ſuch a form of Commemo- 
ration. 2 this Deſign regard him- 
ſelf, or us? Was it for his own 
ſake, or he ours, that he appears 
ſo deſirous of living in our Remem- 
brance? for the Honour that will 
redound to him, or the Benefit and 
Conſolation that we ſhall receive from 
hence? for our ſakes, no doubt, 
Pas this intended; not properly for 
his own, who can gain nothing by us, 
and hath a Dignity and Greatneſs in- 
| Pherent in him that exalts him far 
[above all the Motives of vain Glory; 3 
how trifling and contemptible is the 
Honour of having his Name record- 
ided by us, the Offspring of the Duſt, 
8 and tranſmitted down from one Ge- 
* neration 


17 


n 
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neration of ſhort-liv*d Creatures to an- 
other, when the Angels, thoſe Sons 
of Light, ſurround him with their! 


adoring Multitudes, and make his 


Praiſes the Subje& of their immor- 
tal Songs? but this is the Honour 
he covets, the Joy for which he en- 
__ dured the Croſs, deſpiſing the Shame, Þ 
to bring many Sons unto Glory, to] 
reſtore as great Numbers as he can] 
out of the Ruins of the fallen Race, 
to train them up in the Paths off 
Virtue and Holineſs, and then, the 
proper time for it being come, to 
beſtow Immortality upon them, For 


this end he calls upon thee to re- | 


member him; *tis thy Advantage he] 
propoſes; and great, unſpeakably] 
great is the Privilege accruing from 
this Duty, if thou Knoweſt how eto] 
improve it; and to thy Improve- 
ment of it nothing more is neceſſaryſ 
than Sincerity on thy Part; inasf 
much as God will never fail to aſſiſt 
all thoſe with the quickening Influ-ſ 

ences of his Grace and Spirit who do 
their belt, and will accept cheir weak, 

7 | becaulc 


relating to the Lord's-Supper. 19 


| becauſe well-meant, Endeavours to — f 
pleaſe him, through the Mediation of 
| his well-beloved Son, whoſe meri- 


torious Death and Paſſion is repre- 


ſented to them, and remember'd by 


| them in this Ordinance. 


20 
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SECT. VL 


21 E this then, O my Soul, thy 
great, thy only Concern, to be ap- 
prov'd of thy God and Saviour, to 


come with enlighten'd Views, with 
fervent Deſires, and holy Diſpoſitions, 
and to be found a worihy, that thou 
mayeſt be a welcome Gueſt. For thou 
canſt not think, O my Soul, that 


tis alike indifferent with what Tem- 


per thou makeſt thy Approaches to 
this ſacred Feſtival. Does the pious 
Pſalmiſt, even under the legal Diſpen- 

_ ſation, when there was ſo much out: 
ward Pomp and Ceremony in the 
Worſhip of God, lay ſuch Streſs on 
inward Purity, and moral Goodnels 
and Rectitude? does he beg of God 

to examine and prove him, to try 
bis Reins and his Heart, and make 
his Appeal to him as having walked 

in his Integrity, and had his Loving- 
EkEindneſs before his Eyes, and then 

| reſolve, . will waſh 1 mine Hands in 

5 Be SE, : Inno. 53 
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relating 70 the Lord Supper. 
Innocence, /o will I compajs thine Al- 


tar, O Lord? And is leſs regard : 
had to the Qualification of the Wor- 


ſhipper, where the Worſhip is more 


refin'd and ſpiritual ? Was it a 
more ſolemn thing to attend the Sa- 
crifice of a ſlain Beaſt, than it is to 
commemorate the Sacrifice of the Son 
of God? But how ſhall I who am 
but ſinful Duſt and Aſhes, come be- 
fore the Lord? how preſent my- 
ſelf among the Adorers of the 
moſt high God? He hath ſnewed 


thee, O my Soul, what he requires 


of thee. Examine thy ſelf, both as 
to thy Notions of che Duty before 


thee, the Nature and the Deſign of 


it, and as to thy Fitneſs to partake 


of o high a Privilege. Lay the 


Foundation of Faithfulneſs to God 
and Man, to thy Maſter and to thy 
Fellow Diſciples, in being faithful and 


true to thy ſel?; diligently ſearch thy 


Memory, and ſee what the general 
Courſe of thy Life hath been; and 
whether there are not ſome particu- 

lar eat: Tranſgreſtions for which hon 
5 halt 
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| Devotional Exerciſes 


' haſt not yet been ſo thoroughly hum- 


bled as thou ſhouldſt ; deſcend into thy 
Heart, and if there be any favourite 


Luft, any unmortified Habit of Vice 
that lurks there, deſiſt not from 


thy Enquiries till thou haſt found it, 


and, having found it, drag it into the 


Light, ſhame thy ſelf for it, and 
ſpare it not; for, alas! what will it 
avail thee to deceive thy ſelf, when 


God is not mocked? The Deluſion | 
may pleaſe and flatter, and, while 
it laſts, fill thee with towering Ima- | 


_ ginations, confident Hopes, and ſtrange 


5 of Joy, eſpecially at the] 


Holy Table, from a falſe We 
pee that all the Benefits enjoy'd 


by the true Diſciples of Jeſus are 
- thine, But how ſhert-liv'd muſt the 
Peace, the Pleaſure, the Hope be, 
| which is all fallacious and ground- | 


les ? thy Pleaſures will only reſem- 


ble Flaſhes of Lightning in a dark 
Night, which cauſe a momentary fr 
| Brightneſs, | but preſently vaniſhing, | 
give additional Horrors to the re- 


_ maining. Darkneſs 3 3 haſt thou Git 
air ! 


a thee in. 


relating to the Lord's-Supper. 


fairly and fully debating It, already 
| ſettled this grand Point? take the 
Comfort of thy Sincerity, and doubt 
not of a free and kind Admiſſion 
| by the Maſter of the Feaſt to his 


Table. However, do not therefore 


immediately conclude all farther Ex 
amination and Preparation needleſs. 
Haſt thou not been too indulgent in 


ſome Things? too deficient in others? 


| Has not ſome bad Temper grown 
upon thee? ; 
| Bounds? a Spirit of Pride or Sen- 
ſuality, or Worldineſs, or Indifference . 
to the Welfare and Happineſs of: 


ſome Paſſion broke its 


others, tho? it does not reign in thee, 
yet recover'd too much Power? 
Humbly and earneſtly entreat. For- 
giveneſs for it, and Strength againſt 


lit, beg of God, the Father of Spirits, 
to reſtore thee from thy Wandrings, | 
| put all Things into the beſt Order 
thou art able thy ſelf, and ſtedfaſtly 
reſolve not to allow thy ſelf in any 
| Temper or degree of any Temper, 
-in any Action or omiſſion of any 


Action, which the Goſpel does not 
S Ser. 


Devotional Exerciſes ; 
F E (of * VII. 


46 E T me conſider, On my ; Soul, 
this is but one among many 


l Duties which I am to per- 
form with the ſame Seriouſneſs and Þ 
Sincerity I do this. Whenever 11 
worſhip God, whether in publick or 
private, as I hope to do it accept- 
ably, IJ am to cleanſe my Hands be- 
fore I draw nigh unto him, and to 
_ diſcharge my Heart of every foreign 
Care, that ſo I may be able to at- 
tend upon God without Diſtraction, 
and have my Mind poſſeſod with a 
holy Awe of the Divine Majeſty. Let 
mee not ſet one Duty above another, 
nor by the Preparation J make for 
the Lord's Supper be tempted to think 
1 ͤmay be more careleſs and negli! 
gent in the ordinary Exerciſes of Re4 
ligion. The Preparation of the Hear 
Is always neceſſary when we take up- 
on us to ſpeak to the great Lord 
of Heaven and Earthz and if by 
- * of Introduction to ny particu | 


af 


relating to the Lord's-Supper. 8 


1 
lar Ordinance, as this of the Lord's 
ö Supper, it be uſual to ſpend more 
Time in Self. recollection, and other 
Exerciſes of devout Retirement, to 


the Intent we may have our Hearts 
ſet in Order, and all things in a Rea- 
dineſs againſt the approaching Sea- 
ſon; the Foundation of this Practice 
ſeems to be that 'tis proper to do 
this ſometimes, and no Time is reckon'd 
more proper for ſuch a Work than 
before receiving the Lord's Supper, 
as that Ordinance is not wont to re- 
volve ſo often as the ſtated Worſhip 
of the Lord's Day, and the Nature 
of the Inſtitution is more entirely 
and diftinguiſhingly Evangelical, 
or Chriſtian, Upon this Account, 
as I ſhall not make it an indiſpen- ; 
ſible Rule to have the very ſame 
J ſet Preparation every time I receive 
the Sacrament, whether neceſſary or 
not neceſſary, convenient or not con- 
| venient, nor baniſh my ſelf from 
the Lord's Table when I have not 
an @ Oppartuvity - for hs. (ſince this 
cc 3 3 would : 
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would be to. bind my ſelf where 
God hath left me free ) ſo, as often, 
and as far, as I find it expedient, 
I ſhall commune with my own Heart, 
and endeavour to awaken and raiſe 
my Spirit by previous Exerciſes be- 
fore I enter upon the common Du- 
ties of Divine Worſhip, and ſhall al- 
ways charge my Soul not to ruſh in- 


to the Preſence of God in an irre- 


verent and indevout Manner, leſt I 
draw down his Diſpleaſure upon me 
at the very time ! wes to Honour 
his Name. . Z = 


SECT] 


8 ther, his chief Delight ? and art thou 
I not mine? does not my Soul follow 
I hard after thee? Prefer thy Friend- 
|| fhip to that of the whole World, 
Þefteem all thoſe Marks and Traces 
of thine Image which prove my Re- 
lation to thee, and Intereſt in thee, = 
more than the peculiar Treaſure of 
Kings? does it not ardently deſire 


8 according to the Diſcoveries that are N 
made of thee in the Goſpel e? weer 
not all the Pleaſures and Entertain- 1 
i 1 ments 


relating ts the Lord. Supper. 


8.1 NO 1 not love thee; .© 0 my A 


viour? I hu mbly truſt Ican ſay, 


mou knoweſt all Things, thou knowelt 
that I love thee. Either I am Mi. 
Stranger to my own Heart, and ig- 
norant after what Objects it breathes 
and aſpires, or [ unfeignedly, I pre- 
vailingly love thee. Art thou 


the Darling of thine Almighty Fa- 


to be better acquainted with thee, 
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ments of Life be inſipid and even s 


tireſome without thee ? To be with 
_ thee, would not my Soul willingly 
quit the Body; even this Moment] 


didſt thou call her, and ſhe were al. 


ſur'd that her Separation from al 
Things here below would be followed 
with a nearer Union with thee ? I love 


| thee, O Jeſus; but not as I would, 


not as I ought to love thee, When] 
I think of thy perſonal Excellencies, 


thy Condeſcenſions, thy Sufferin g5 © 


thy Death, and the glorious Fruits 


of them, Jam not able to conceive, 


Bo much leſs deſcribe, the Love Lowe] 
thee. I can only ſay, in general, 


--.- that my Love ſhould have no other 
Bounds than the Capacity of my! 


| Heart; I ſhould love thee as much! 


as I can love thee, and thus it is 
I would love thee. O let thy Love] 
kindle mine; let it mount into af 


Flame; let this Flame conſume e- 
very viſionary Idol that uſurps any] 
Part of the Honour due to my Sa-! 
viour; Ke it enliven N Power, di- 


i ng to the Lord's-Su pper. 


rect and conſecrate every Thought, 
every Affection, every Deſign. Let 
me and all I poſſeſs be a Sacrifice 
of Love. To thee I devote it all, 
| through whom all Things are mine, 
and who art more than all other 
T 18 can 8 be to me. 
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8 E C T. IX. 


9. T 7 Mat abundant Reaſon, O moſt 


Bleſſed Saviour, have] to rejoice 


and be glad in thee! In thee 1 
have determin'd to rejoice always ; 


in the Contemplation of thy Perſon, 


thy Goſpel, thy Virtues, thy Con- 
queſts, and thy Glory, and even in 
thy Croſs; in all the great Things 
thou haſt done for us and we already 
enjoy, and in the much greater thou 
haſt .promis'd, and We yet farther 
wait fer. I will heighten the com- 
mon Bleſſings of this Life by my 
Joy in thee, and by rejoycing in thee | 
under all the Evils and :Troubles of 
it will learn to forget or make light 
of them all, and to weep as if I I 
wept not. Thou art my Sanctuary 
and my Hope; here I take Re- 
fuge when purſued by my Griefs 
and Doubts and Fears, even in thee, 
15 and the ſeveral Ways I have of con- 


verſing | 
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verſing with thee. O Jeſus! thou 
gireſt Light to thoſe that are in 


Darkneſs, Strength to the Weak, Reſt 


to the Weary, and Comfort to the 
Diſt reſſed. O my Saviour! as Nothing 
is wanting in the way of Aſſiſtance 
and Encouragement on thy Part, 


than hath hitherto been, in returns 
of Praiſe, and Service, and Obedi- 


thy Goodneſs. 


| hope 4% ſhall be wanting on mine 


ence for the unſearchable Riches of 


3! 
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10. El me, O thou whom my Soul 
loveth, my Saviour and my 


1 how I ſhall beſt expreſs my 
Thanks to thee, among the other Teſti. 
' monies of thy Regard to my Happineſs, 
for this wiſe, this kind Inſtitution of 
the Supper, which, together with thy 


Legacy of Peace as nearly related to 


and cloſely linked with it, thou haſt 
bequeath'd to thy Church? I am very 
ſenſible, that living in the Neglect of 
this Ordinance would not ſhew my 
Thankfulneſs for it, and have there- 
fore determin'd to go, not only to 
the Houſe of God with the Multi. 
iude of them that keep holy zby Day, 
but with the ſmaller Number that de- 
light to honour thee at thy Table. 
And, to let the World ſee, I am not 
ſubmitting to a diſagreeable Task, 
which I would gladly be excuſed 
from did I know how to find an 
Evaſion, 1 will 80 with a holy A 
74: '; hairy; 


e PS oy nos wo” - 


© 
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lacrity, and ſhail not be ſorry to 
have the Joy of my Heart ſhine 


out in the Light and Serenity of my 
Countenance, fo there be no appear- 


ance of Aﬀectation in it. Draw me, 


O my Saviour | by the Bands of 
Love; thou haſt thus drawn me, and 
feel the ſweet Conſtraint, O thou 
bright Morning Star ! irradiate the 
Region of my Soul with thy heaven- 


ly Beams: Thou haſt done it, and 
| bleſs the ſacred Influence. O my 


moſt worthy Advocate and Interceſ- 
ſor, as there is no coming unto the 
Father but by thee, ſo by thee it 


is I make my Addreſſes, and in thy 


Mediation, under the Goodneſs and 


Mercy of God, I place my Truſt. 


Preſent me to the Divine Majeſty, 
and plead with him for me in vir- 
tue of thy atoning Sacrifice, and . 
bedience unto Death. Thou doſt 
| continually diſcharge this friendly 
Office for all the ſincerely Penitent 
and Faichful, and in this Confidence I 
humbly offer up theſe my Supplications 
to the Father of Lights, and 0 Father 
a of Meces.” .- 9 A. 
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PRAYER 


7 HOU infinite and eternal Majeſty! | 


The God and Father of our Lord 


ven, vouchſafe with an Eye of Favour 


and Compaſſion to behold thy ſinful 
Creature, who now falls proſtrate be- 


fore thee, in humble Adoration of thy 
diſtinguiſhing and moſt undeſerved 


SG 0oodneſs to the Children of Men, 


and to me in particular, which I ac- 
knowledge to have been ſuch as, be- 
'yond meaſure, to enhance the Guilth 
of my Offences againſt thee, With 
what Sincerity, O Lord, thou defireſt 
e the Converſion of Sinners, the Proſ— 
perity of thy Saints, and the Hap- 
pineſs of all that are upright in Heart, | 
thou haſt abundantly diſcovered in the 
; Incarnation and Death of thy well 
: 1 belovec 5 


| relating f0 the Lord's-Supper. 

beloved Son, our moſt worthy Me- 
diator and Advocate, Jeſus Chriſt, and 
in the rich Variety of Means which 


thou haſt kindly provided for the 


healing the manifold Diſorders of our 
Nature, and our continual Progreſs 
towards Perfection. As for all theſe 
I bleſs and praiſe thy wiſe Goodneſs, 
ſo, in a particular manner, and not 
leaſt of all, for the Inſtitution of the 
Holy Supper, which coming recom- 
mended by the Authority of my bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, and bearing his Name, 
as it was appointed in Honour of his 
Memory, I deſire ever to ſet a very 
high Value upon. Being not only 


allow'd, but invited, to attend this 


Sacred Feaſt, I joy fully accept the 
Invitation, humbly truſting that thy 


Grace hath made me in ſome degree 


meet to partake of ſo invaluable a 
Privilege; and entreating thee, that 
what is farther wanting in order to 


| my communicating with yet greater : 
Advantage and Acceptance, the ſame 
Grace * ſupply. O let che Blood 


D ” of 
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of Jeſus thy Son cleanſe me from all 


Sin; and his Spirit, even that eternal | 


Spirit through which he offer'd him- 


ſelf without Spot unto God, enlighten, | 
ſanctify, and raiſe my Spirit, naturally | 
dark, depreſt and polluted. Give me | 
Underſtanding in all thy Precepts | 
and help me to diſcern the Meaning, | 
and to attain the Ends of that Holy | 
Ordinance for which I am preparing. | 
Let the Sacred Fire, falling from 


Heaven, conſume my droſſy Aﬀec- 
tions, and kindle a Flame of divine 
Love in my Breaſt, never to be ex- 
9 tinguiſh'd. Grant, O Lord, that |[ 
may approach with the deepeſt Senſe 


of my own Meanneſs, Unworthineſs | 


and Guilt, and with the moſt exalted 


Apprehenſions of. thy Holineſs and 
Mercy, both which = haſt ſo won- 


derfully diſplay'd in the Method of 
our Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt ; 


that I may receive the Pledges of J. 


_ thy forgiving Love, and the Memo- 


rials of my Saviour's bloody Paſſion 


with a lively Faith, an abounding | 
8 e with Graticude unfeigned, and! 


Joy 
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Joy unſpeakable; and may ſo feel 


the attractive Influence of his Ex- 
ample, the Efficacy of his Death, 


and the Power of his Reſurrection, 


that I may have my whole Soul 
transform'd into Love, be all Kind- 
neſs and Charity to Men, and Zeal 


for God and Jeſus, may die unto Sin 


and live unto Righteouſneſs, be able to 
tread on all the Power of the Ene- 
my, to deny myſelf, deſpiſe the 
Blandiſhments and Temptations of 
the World, have my Converſation | 


in Heaven, and overcome all Op- 
poſition in the way to it; and, fi- 


nally, after having lov'd and ſerv'd 


and followed my Saviour without 


ſeeing him, may be with him, a 


cording to his own Prayer, where 
he is, to behold his Glory, and, with 


all the heavenly Multitudes, aſcribe 
Bleſſing and Honour and Glory ind 


| Power | unto him that fitteth upon 


"the Throne, and unto | the Lamb : 
for ever and ever. © 
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'O 


the Opportunity, make the utmoſt 


1 25 Advantage of it, that, when paſt and 


gone, it may not be loſt. Turn a- 
way thine Eyes from beholding Va- 
nity, and look unto Jeſus. Be all 
Attention and Reverence, thy 


. _ Thoughts united and elevated, every 


My Soul! the happy, the wiſh'd 
for Time is come; but will! 
9 quickly be gone again. Lay hold of 


Power engag'd, and all thy Aﬀec- } 


tions preſent, to wait on thy Lord, 
and miniſter to him at his Table. | 


SECT. 


relating to the Lord's-Supper. 
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thou mine Infirmities, fix my Mind, 
prone elſe to wander, cauſe every good 


Seed thy Hand hath ſown to ſpring up, | 
perfect thine own Work, ſpeak Peace 


to my Sou], bid every vain and every 


tumultuous Paſſion be ſtill ; the Sacri- 

fice is ready, ſend down the Sacred 
Fire, and help me in the ſame At | 
to honour the Father and the Son, 
that I may have Fellowſhip with 


both. 


ND © thou who alone knoweſt 
the Hearts of all Men, and 
alone haſt them in thy Power, the 
Almighty and Omnipotent God, help 
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Ehold, my Soul, the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the Sin | 
of the World! rightly is he call'd 
Tamb whoſe Innocence was ſpot. 
leis, and his Meekneſs and Patience | 
- invincible 3. and the Lamb of Cod for | 
his ſuperior Excellence and Dignity, } 
and his being choſen to this Office 
by the Father, He was led as a 
Lamb to the Slaughter, and as a 
Sheep before his Shearers is dumb, 
ſo he opened not his Mouth; nei- 
ther Guile or Complaint was found 
in his Mouth, much leſs Curſing and 
Bitterneſs. Doſt thou profeſs thyſelf 
a Follower of the Lamb, and glo- 
ty in the Title? Learn then of 
„ ie to be- harmleſs and blameleſs, {I 
meek and lowly in Heart, alike a- 
verſe from doing or geſerving Evil, 
and ready to ſuffer he 


3 0 . 
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RET. w. 


upon him. O heavy Load ! which 


ſunk the Son of God, in his Body, 
to the Grave, and, had it lain un- 
removed, would have ſunk the World 

into Ruins! Worthy is the Lamb 
that was ſlain to receive Power and 
Riches, and Wiſdom and Strength, 
and Honour and Glory, and Bleſſing, 


sor. 


ö UT 1 does this Land f 
God take away Sin? By bear- 
ing it in his own Body on the Tree. 
He was wounded for our Iniquities, 
the Chaſtiſement of our Peace was 


1 
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SECT V. 


Hs is the e Body of Chriſt. 
This facramental Bread is in- 
5 tended to ſignify and repreſent the 
Body of Chriſt that was given for | 
45, as an Offering and a Sacrifice | 
to God, for a ſweet ſmelling Savour ; | 
and Broken for us, as the Bread in 
this Sacrament is broken before it 
is diſtributed. His ſacred Fleſh was 
torn and disfigur'd with the Scourges, 
pPierc'd and violated with the Nails 
and the Spear. The Lamb that was 
| ſeen in the midſt of the Throne had 
before been ſtretched on the Croſs; 
made a Spectacle to God, to Angels, | 
and to Men, highly approv'd and 
accepted of the firſt, adored by the | 
| ſecond, mourn'd by ſome, derided 
and inſulted over by others, of the laſt. 
O my Soul, in thy Judgment of this 
_ crucified Jeſus take for thy Guide the] 

only wiſe God, and for thy Pattern in | 
e Bebaviour towards Wi Saints and | 
- Angels. e SECT. N 


relating fo the Lord s-Supper. 
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ldſt hos; O Jelus, with hom , 
the moſt precious Things and 
moſt excellent Beings that can be 
named among Creatures are not once 
to be compared, didft thou give thy 


Sacred ſelf for me on the Croſs? and 


art thou ready to give thy ſelf 1 me 
in thy Supper? I give, I conſecrate 
my ſelf, without the leaſt Reſerve to 
thee, I could wiſh Twas more worthy 
of thy Acceptance. But ſuch asT have, | 
and am, give I unto thee, and I give it 
heartily as unto the Lord, to whom I 
confeſs my ſelf ro owe more than I can 
give. O, do thou make me more like 
| thy (elf. ſhed more of thy Beauty and 
Lovelineſs upon me, ſanctify me in e- 
very Part and Power, help me to be 
more perfect in every Divine Attain- 
ment, that I may be leſs unworthy of 
thee; and, to che Sacrifice of thy broken 
Body, grant, O my Saviour, I may be 
able to join the Sacrifice ofa broken and 
contrite Heart, which thou wilt not de- 
ſpiſe. Thou diedſt for me; to thee I will © 
1 henceforth live, 5 PEP Ts 
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SECT. vn. 


EY bleſſed Serious did not fuß. 
: fer in his Body only, No; it | 
was the leaſt part of his Sufferings 
that was viſible. His Soul was ſor- | 
rovwful even unto Death, and labour'd | 
under ſuch an Agony in the Garden | 
that he ſweat as it were great Drops 
of Blood falling to the Ground, 
pray'd, Father, if poſſi ble let this Cup | 


paſs from me, and had an Angel 


diſpatch'd expreſs to comfort him. 
Nay, he was heard crying out on 
the Croſs, My God, my God, why haſt 
thou forſaken me? Strange Language 

| for the Son of God! Does God 
forſake his own Son? the Holy, the | 

| Merciful, God his innocent, his well- 
beloved Son? He does for a Time, 
ſo as to ſuſpend the uſual Irradiations 
of his Countenance, ana to leave him 
in the Hands of his Enemies, to do 
unto him what they pleaſed. And“ 
- when Jeſus ſuffers and dies, ſhall a | 
e lin 
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living Man complain, a Man for the 


Puniſhment of his Sins? When he 


ſuffers to expiate the Sins of others, 
ſhall I. not be contented to ſuffer 
the Pains and Afflictions neceſſary for 


the Cure of my own ſinful Aﬀec- 
tions, and the Trial and Improve- 
ment of my own Virtues? Surely, 


if he laments his being forſaken, 
who was undoubtedly the Son of God, 


I have no juſt Reaſon to queſtion my 


being a Child of God, or (ſuppoſing 
my ſelf to be ſo) to think I am 
hardly dealt with, merely becauſe de- 
ſtitute of thoſe ſenfible Conſolations 5 
which 1 have ſometimes enjoy'd. 


45 
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TAS there ever Sorrow like PRE ö 
of my Saviour? Can any 
; Thing be imagin'd to exceed it? 
Yes, O my Soul, tho' his Sorrows 5 
were unconceivably great, his Love 
was greater; for his Love made him | 
willing to paſs through ſuch a Sea 
of Sorrows. His Love brought him I 
to that dark Hour, and ſupported 
him in it; Love to the rebellious I 
Sons of Men, Love to thee, O my 
Soul. Hereupon, I cannot forbear 
crying out, Was ever Love like his 
Love? And, reflecting on the un- 
parallel'd Greatneſs both of his Sor- | 
row and his Love, 1 farther ſay to 
my ſelf, is there any Evil like the 
| Evil of Sin, the guilty, the curſed 
| Occaſion of this dolorous Scene? | 
From whence, I am unavoidably | 
led to ask, What Ingratitude, O my | 
Soul, can be equal to thine, if af- | 
* all that thy Redeemer hath done | 
8 DN and | 
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| relating to the Lord's-Supper, 
and ſuffer'd for thee, thou wilt not 


be perſuaded to break thy League 
with his Enemies, that is with thy 
Sins; Chriſt having no Enemy but 


Sin, or ſuch as Sin hath made E- 
y | nemies to him. 


FBC SECT, 
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We ol my Soul, is this Bread | 
: called the Communion of the . 
Body of Chriſt, but at once to ſig- 

| nify the Object commemorated, a | 
dying crucified Jeſus, and the near 
Relation among thoſe who join in 
eg we ag him? That, becauſe 
the Bread is One, We alſo being 
many are one Body, foraſmuch as 
we are all Partakers of the one Bread. 
Chriſtians conſpiring in this ſacred 
Action my Juſtly be called a Com- 
munion. Since the Bread is one of 


which they Jointly partake, and the 


Sacrifice one and the ſame repreſented I 
by this Bread, they are hereby taught 
that all the Diſciples of Chriſt, how 
great ſoever their Number be ( ac- | 
Fnowledging this Sacrifice, and put- 
ting their Truſt in it, which they 
Seele by their: United e | 


de Re ae EE EE ie EEE 
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to it. 
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of that one Bread which is the Me- 
morial of it) conſtitute but one 


myſtical Body, or Society, of which 
they are the Members and Chriſt 


Jeſus is the Head. O my Soul ! let 

thy moſt ardent Wiſhes, hy moſt im- 

1 portunate Prayers, thy moſt unwearied  _ 
Endeavours, be for the Peace and 


Unity of the Chriſtian Church, that 
all the Faithful in Chriſt may be one, 


even as thou Father art in the Son, 
and the Son in thee, that they may 
be made perfect in one, and dwell _ 
and walk in Love. And reſolve,0 
my Soul ! that no Prejudice, no 
Provocation ſhall ever alienate thy 
Affections from any of thoſe who are 
Fellow Members of the ſame. Body. 8 


with thee, and make thee forget what 


thou oweſt them, or rather what 
thou oweſt to thy Saviour, thy „ 
gard to whom thou canſt not bet--- - 


ter expreſs than by thy Zeal to pro- 


mote the Peace of his Church, and Wel⸗ © 


fare and e of all belonging | 
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Ould the Jews 5 behold how | 
he loved him, ſeeing Jeſus weep | 
at the Grave of Lazarus? and may 
I not with much more Reaſon, ery | 
out, behold how he loved us, when 
I., think of his ſhedding not Tears but 
Blood, his vital Blood for us? He 
loved us, and waſhed us from our 
Sins in his Blood. His condeſcend- | 
ing to waſh his Diſciples Feet did 
not more plainly, or in a more af- 
fecting Manner, diſcover his Humi- 1 
lity, than his waſhing us in his I 
Blood does his Love. And for ſuch Þ 
Cove, what is the moſt proper Re- 
turn but Love? what other Return | 
can I make that will be accepted, if 


Love be wanting ? If J love him, he ; 


firſt loved me, his Love was a Love | | 


of Compaſſion and Benevolence, mine | 


bk a Love of Gratitude ; mine a | 
5 5 8 Debt, = 2 
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Debt, his free. If I love my Fellow _ 
Chriſtians, if I love all Mankind, 
if I love my Enemies, the Honour 

is his to have ſhewed me the Way; 
and having ſuch a Guide and Pat- 
tern, it would be an indelible Re- 
proach. * me not to . him. 


GOT 
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are, 0 my Sant; the Time 
” when thy Lord gave his Diſ- 
ciples the new Commandment of 
Love; becauſe, tho? only a Circum- 
ſtance, *cis exceeding inſtructive and | 
quickening; it ſeems to have been 
ſoon after he had been inſtituting his 
Supper. And what more proper 
Seaſon for the Delivery of this Law, | 
or ſtronger Conviction of the Rea- | 
7 ſonableneſs of it, than that afforded | 
by this Ordinance, in which the 
Love of Jeſus is ſeen riſing, and | 
ſpreading it ſelf beyond all Bounds, | 
and triumphing over all Oppoſition ? | | 
If the Commandment is new, in 1 
reſpect of the Height to which the 
Diſciples of Chriſt are to carry their | 
Love, the Example is ſtill more new 
and uncommon by which it comes | 
recommended. Should they be called 
"op; lay down their Lives for the 
8 Brethren, 33 


| relating to the Lotd's-Supper. 


I Brethren, they would herein only 


love one another as he, their Lord 
and Maſter, hath loved them. Nor 
can I regard it as ſuch a hard Say- 
ing, that Iam to love my Enemies 
FT ( which he alſo enjoins me) ſince, 
when we were Enemies Chriſt 
died for us, that he might reconcile 

, us to God, and, when dying, pray'd 
for his Enemies, Enemies whom no- 
thing but his Blood would ſatisfy, 
Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do. I will learn, O 

my Saviour, how to love, of thee! 
Never was the World taught a more 
excellent Leſſon; never before had 
this Leſſon ſo excellent a Teacher, . 


TTY 
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HIS Cup is the New Teſts- | 


ment, or Covenant, in Chriſt's 


Blood; the Blood of the new Cove- | 
nant which was ſhed for many for | 
the Remiſſion of Sins. Firſt, this | 
Blood of Atonement was ſhed for the 
| Remiſſion of Sins; then, after a ſhort : 
Space intervening, the Goſpel Diſpen- | 
ſation was more fully open'd, the new 
Covenant ſolemnly proclaim'd, and 

: Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins 
preach'd in the Name of Chriſt a- 
mong all Nations. Beſides the Con- 
firmation which the Goſpel, contain- | 
ing God's Covenant of Grace with 
Mankind, receives from the Blood, : 
or Death, of Chriſt, conſidered with 
„ Circumſtances, this Blood, be- 
ing the Blood of a Sacrifice, appoint- 
ed by God, and repreſented in the 
Sacramental Supper, is, as ſuch, a Sign 
or Seal on God's Part hs which the 

| e Cove- 5 


relating fo the Lord: Supper. 
Covenant is ſolemniz'd, and our Af- 


ſurance of his Deſigns of Favour and 
Mercy towards us render'd as com- 
pleat as we can reaſonably wiſh _ 
it to be. Think well of this, Omy 


Soul, and never more harbour the 


leaſt Suſpicion of the Freeneſs, the 


Abundance, or the Extent of the 


Divine Mercy: The Mercy of God 
is not leſs conſpicuous in the Cove- 


nant it ſelf, 2 the Manner of e- 


ſtabliſhing it, than his Faithfulneſs 


is out of e in fulfilling it: 
Only ſeek Mercy in the Way which 


the Goſpel hath marked out to thee, 
and doubt not but thou ſhalt find 
it. The Death of Chriſt, and now 
his Life, is thy Security. Let the 
Mercy of God encourage thy Hopes 


and his Faithfulneſs and Truth, 


keeping Covenant, be a Pattern Fs . 


thine, 


SECT. 
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| Devotional Exerciſes 
SECT. XIII. 


Lord, I am not my own. | 
never was, never can, never de- 


ſire to be ſo, and hope and promiſe 
never to act as if I was, Truly, 
Iam thy Servant, thou haſt looſed 
my Bonds. Thine I am by Crea- 
tion, thine by Purchaſe, thine by 
Covenant. I confeſs, and triumph in I 
the Relation, and acknowledge all 
the Duties reſulting from it. I have 
ſworn, and cannot repent, that J 
will keep thy righteous Statutes z and 
I now joyfully repeat the ſolemn 
Engagement. Here I am; Lord, 


what wilt thou have me to do? Deal 


with me and mine as ſeemeth good 
in thy Sight; thy Will and not 
mine ſhall be the Rule of my Deſires 
and Actions, and thy Glory my ſu- 
preme End. Tis thine to command! 
and diſpoſe, mine to obey and ſub- | 
mit. Thou haſt bought me with 
3 Price, even with te precious Blood : 
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relating to the Lord's-Supper, 57 
of thy own Son, of which this Sa- 155 
cramental Wine is a Memorial. I 
therefore, as in Gratitude bound, 
preſent my whole ſelf, Body and 
Soul to thee, a living Sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable, which is my reaſon- 
able Service, with a full purpoſe of 
Heart to glorify thee with both. 
II confider this Sacramental eating 
and drinking not only as expreſſive 
Jof a very high Privilege enjoy'd by 
the worthy Communicant, who is 
| F here treated with the e 
Freedom of a Domeſtick Servant, a 
11 Gueſt, a Friend of God and of 
1Y Jeſus, but as an Obligation upon me to 
n | behave at all Times as thy devoted Co- 
, venant Servant in Chriſt. O Lord, keep 
this for ever in the imagination of 
d | the Thoughts of my Heart, and 
t prepare 97 Fears unto thee, 


| Devotional OR 


| When retired, after | 


| Receiving, | 


AOL ODEON 


BROE * 


Aſt thou not, 0 my [IE this 
Day, had thy dear Lord evi- 
- — ſet forth as crucified before 
5 Eyes, and, by commemorating 
his Death in the Holy Supper, de- 
clared thy ſelf a Diſciple of this 
cðrucified Jeſus * ? and what i is to be the 
Temper of my Mind, and my future 
Behaviour, that it may agree with the 
Character of one who profeſſes bim. | B 
ſelf a Diſciple of ſuch a Maſter? 

 Ought I not to be crucified wh 
Chriſt to the World, the Pomps ] 
and Vanities, the Riches and Pleaſures 
of it? Yes certainly, A Diſciple ] 
Ts of Chriſt & not to be taken up with | 
- Sn "= N 
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relating to the Lord's-Supper, 


theſe Things. Did the Maſter em- 


brace a Life of Meanneſs and Po- 


verty, and voluntarily ſubmit to a 


moſt painful and ignominious Death ? 


was he not more deſpiſed by the 


Men of the World than he deſpiſed . 


the Things of It, and ſhew'd him— 


ſelf ſuperior to its Spirit, its Wiſ⸗ 


dom, its Maxims and Temptations ? 5 
and ſhall the Diſciple eagerly cover 
theſe Things, admire them, value 


himſelf upon them, and place his 
Happineſs in them ? in all this would 
he ſhew himſelf mindful of his Pro- 


feſſion ? or rather would he not 
ſhamefully forget it? Tho Lam 


not oblig'd to renounce the Poſſe ion, 


or the moderate uſe of any Worldly 
Advantages that Providence hath put 
into my Hand, yet I am all 
{| ſuch love of them as al weaken 
and countera® the Diviner Affections, 
and much more that which is in- 
conſiſtent with the Prevalency of ſuch 
Affections. I am to be of ſuch a 
_ Temper with regard to theſe earth- 
* 1 as to be able to 


F 2 fore- 
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| forego them, to enjoy without a- 
buſing them, and being elated and 
currupted by them, and to do all 
the Good Ican with them. Can 1 have I 


ſuch an Object often in my view as the 


Son of God covered with a Cloud of 
Affliction; a Croſs, and this Lord 
of Glory naiPd to it and expiring 
upon it, and yet not have my Af- 
fections at all deadned to the World? 

have the ſame high Thoughts of it, 
and the ſame fond Attachment to it 
as ever? O my Soul, 'tis impoſ- 
ſible, the Contemplation of a cruci- 
fied Jeſus muſt have other Effects. 

It muſt, and, I truſt it hath. I look 

unto Jeſus, and ſuddenly the Glory | 

of the World diſappears, its Charms | 
fade, and all its Treaſures loſe their 
imaginary Value, Let thoſe doat on 
the World who never meditate on a 

_ crucified Saviour, never remember him 
at his Table; this I have done, and | 
found the happy Influence of that 

Example which my Redeemer hath 

ſet before me o Rrong that I no | 

1 ” longer 5 


e e e e e v . . ao. 


- 
1 


relating 7 the Lord's-Su pper. 


longer follow the World as a Cap- 
tive in Chains the triumphal Chariot 


of his Conqueror. This, alas! I did 
as the other Slaves of the World in 


the Days of my Vanity ; but, thanks 
to my Saviour, am now a Conqueror 
in my turn. His Example ſets me 


free, his Death hath convinc'd me 


of my Folly, and taught me other 


and ſounder Notions of Things. 
Henceforth, not thoſe Things which 
render me leſs like my Saviour, while 
he was in the World, ſhall be the 
matter of my Glorying, but thoſe by 
wich 1 become conform'd to him, 
among others, my being der pre 


over the Luſts of the Fleſh, 


Luſts of the Eye, and the Pride py ” 


Life; all which are not. of the Fa- 
ther, but of the World, which _ 
away and 1 — Luſts thereof, ef 
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s r. 1. 


1 Will not think of pleading with 


my Saviour, as what muſt ren- 


der me dear to him, have I not eaten 
and drank in thy Preſence, and ho- 
nour'd thy Memory? being ſenſible | 
that I have no other Anſwer to ex- 
pect, if Iam found among the Workers 
of Iniquity, than that terrible one, 


depart from me, 1 know you not. He 


will not know me, becauſe 1 knew 
him no better; will not think his | 
Name honour'd by being taken uß ! 
by ſuch polluted Lips; will be a- 
ſhamed to own me for his, becauſe 
ſo utterly unworthy of his Approba- 
tion. The greater, my Soul, thy | 
: Honour i in the near acceſs thou art: | 
allow'd to thy Redeemer, and the | 
oftener thou profeſſeſt thy Subjetion | 
to him by partaking of the Memo- | 
| _  Tials of his Body and Blood, the | 
| aa ks * W to obey | 
es him; 5 N 


relating to the Lord's-Supper. 


him, and the greater will be thy 
Guilt if thou doſt not. All the reſt 
of my Life is to correſpond with this 


particular Action, and to make good 


what [I have virtually promis'd in it, 
tho* I ſhould not have expreſly 
promis'd it, as I have done, and 
intend to do again, if God Sire Op- 
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> Eware, O my Soul, how thou 


frameſt a deciſive Judgment of 


thy State and Character, merely, or 
chiefly from the Manner in which 
the ſenſitive Part of thy Nature hath 
been affected at the Holy Table. 
Perhaps thy Paſſions have been ſtrong- 
ly mov'd, thou haſt felt an unyſual 
L Livelineſs and flow of Spirits: Or, 
on the contrary, haſt had a kind of 
dead Weight upon thee which hath | 
bowed thee down to the Earth, 1 
more than ordinary Confinement in 
thy Thoughts, and Languor in thy Afﬀ- 
fections. Now, O my Soul, in caſe | 
the Warmth of thy Affections be | 
followed with an anſwerable Tender- | 
neſs of Conſcience afterwards, happy | 
art thou, and haſt abundant Reaſon | 
to be eaſy and thankful; not fo, | 
if it be only a ſudden Guſt of Paſſion | 
5 Wich leaves thee as much under the : + > 


F b— 1 
——— 


relating fo the Lord 8— Supper. 


Power of ſenſual and worldly Aﬀec- 
tions as ever; thy Religion is vain, 


and thou. art yet to learn what are 
the firſt Principles of practical Chriſti- 
anity. Oa the other Hand, the Re- 
flection on the little Fervour of the 
Duties thou haſt perform'd, if it hath | 
been owing to thy own Neglect, and 
too great Indulgence to the Animal 
Life, much more if it hath proceeded 


from a Habit of Indevotion, ought to 


humble thee, and fill thee with an 
uneaſy Concern about thy preſent | 
Temper. But, ſuppoſing it not to 
be chargeable on any ſuch criminal 
Cauſes, (as thou haſt Ground to be- 


lieve it is not when thou art un- 


| feignedly deſirous of doing better, 6 
and findeſt thy Choice of that which 
is good, and the Determination of 
| thy Will to it, more firm and entire, 
ſo as to be Proof againſt the Temp- 
tations that aſſault thee in thy Chri- 
ſtian Courſe ) be not too ſevere in 
| thy Cenſure of thy ſelf, inaſmuch | 
15 A Se 
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Devoti on! Exercif 6 


9 as God who knoweth thy Frame, 


will make gracious Allowances for 


| the Weakneſs of it. The Thing thou 
art principally to attend to, is thy 
| habirual Diſpoſition, and ordinary 


Conduct. Am I exa and regular 
in my common Deportment, watch- 


ful over my Thoughts, and careful |} 


that the general Frame and Poſture 
of my Spirit be agreeable to my 
Chriſtian Profeſſion? Am I more 
circumſpect to avoid Temptation, 


and more reſolv'd and ſucceſsful in 


my Conflict with it? is my Con- 
verſation in Heaven, and my great 
Solicitude how I ſhall keep my ſelf 


in the Love of God? This being 
ſuppos'd, I am juſtified to concludes | 


that the great Deſign of the Lord's- 


Supper, and every other Goſpel Inſti- 


tution, hath been anſwer'd, that I 


have communicated with Profit, if I | 
have not done it with ſo much Life | 


and Pleaſure as I could have wiſh'd, 


and may therefore go on my Way re- 6 


£9 . that God hath accepted me. 


r. 


relat in 8 70 the Lor d's-Supper. 


8 E C T. | 5 


Aſt thou not, O my Soul, this 

Day while commemorating the 
Love of thy Saviour, and exciting 
thy own by the Remembrance of his, 
reſolved to lead a more exemplary, 
devout, and uſeful Life than thou 
haſt hitherto done? Such Reſoluti- 
ons are perfectly juſt, and peculiar- | 
ly agreeable to the Ordinance of the 
Supper; and I will ſuppoſe thine 
to have been ſincere, Yet, ſtop a 
Moment, and conſider thoſe Words 
Jof thy Saviour to his Diſciples, he 
Spirit indeed is willing, but the Fleſh 
is weak, Even thoſe who want not 
Integrity of Heart are too often more 
forward to purpoſe and promiſe than 
| afterwards they are punctual in ful- 
| filling their Engagements, their Rea- 
| dineſs to promiſe ſhews the Willing- 
| neſs of the Spirit; that they have a 
| Spirit within them which hath ſtrong 
| Convictions * Ms and laudable = 
5 - Dilpo=- 5 
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Diſpoſitions to the Practice of it, 
while their Failure, in part, tho' not 


entirely, in the Performance is a me- 
lancholy Proof of the Weakneſs of the 


3 | Fleſh. The Apoſtles of Chriſt are 


aa moſt memorable Example of this, 
who bravely reſoly*d to ſtand by their 
Maſter at all Hazards, proteſting 
that, tho? they ſhould die with him, 
yet would they not deny him. 
Glorious Reſolution ! but how. Poor- 
ly kept to? for when it came to 
the Trial (to ſay nothing of the 
Traitor Judas) all but one forſook 
him and fled, and he for his Part 
„ ie worſe than forſake him, he de- 
nied him; and this ſoon after they | 
had been celebrating the Supper with | 
their Maſter, and tho' they were | 

_ zealouſly affected to him, as they had | | 

| Reaſon to be, having receiv'd a thou- | . 
ſand Marks of the moſt tender Friend- | 
N from him, and three of them 8 
been more highly honour'd than the | 
.. it with the Sight of his Transfi- | 
Auration. And is this the End of 
” all? From hence 1 learn the kind 


relating to the Lord's-Supper. 


and provident Care of our divine 
| Maſter in the Counſel he gave his 
Diſciples, and the Neceſſity of fol- 
lowing it, to watch and pray that 
they enter'd not into Temptation. 
I am not to truſt to the Duty 1 
have lately perform'd, nor to the 
Devotion, tho' real, I have exercis'd 
in it, nay, nor to the Grace which 
1 may have reaſon to think hath 
been beſtowed on me as the Reward 
of my unfeigned Deſire and Endea- 
vour to pleaſe God, unleſs I farther 
add my own continued Prayers and 
Vigilance. As the mere outward 
Action, in the Sacrament, does not 
convey Grace, but the Spirit of God 
by it, nor is a Qualification for re- 
ceiving it, but the Temper of Mind, 
and right Intention and Probity of 
Sou! with which I communicate, ſo 
the Iafluence which this Sacrament 
hath, in the after Courſe of my Life, 
to prepare me for the more ready 
F Diſcharge of other Duties, and to 
| preſerve me in the Hour of Temp: 
HE tation, does not oy and nents 
7 | 6 | - my 
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- farily flow from the Sacrament itſelf, 
but depends on my doing my Part 
after that Solemnity is over as well 
as in the Act of receiving. Other- 
wiſe, I ſhall have no Cauſe to wonder, 
if I am worſted by Temptations, 

and quickly loſe my Reliſh for the 
Pleaſures of Devotion. Be ſure, then, 
O my Soul, to fix this deep in thy 
Remembrance, that neither the Love 


of Chriſt to thee, nor thine to him, 


nor thy converſing with him at his 

Table, however encouraging and de- 
ligghtful, will abſolutely fecure thee (| 
from Temptation, (God for wiſe Rea- 
ſons, permitting Temptations of di- 

vers kinds to befall us for the Trial 

of our Virtue and Fidelity) or in it, | 

without Watchfulneſs and Prayer. 

In Prudence then take care that both _ 
theſe accompany and follow all thy | 
good Purpoſes and Diſpoſitions, whe- | 

ther at the Table of the Lord, or | 
at any other time when thy Aﬀec- 

tions are more than uſually enlarg'd | 
and ſtirred within thee; that ſo what- | 

CE ur Td 86 


relating to the Lord's-Supper. 


ever Temptations occur to draw thee 
off from thy Duty, or to make 

| thee leſs vigorous in it, being mind- | 
ful of the Vorn of God that are 


upon thee, thou mayſt be more than 
N over them all, 
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Diexvotional Exerciſes 
"PJEQT. Y. 


HE Cloud which hath guided 
thy Meditations hitherto 4 


Ws ke as well as a dark Side, 'tis 
a Cloud of Glory. For the Pete 
then change the Scene, O my Soul, 
from the Humiliation of the Son 
of God, which thou haſt been calbd 
to remember in his Supper, turn thine. 

Eyes to his exalted State, from a 
dying to a riſen Saviour, from his 
firſt coming in the form of a Ser- 

vant, to his ſecond Appearance in the | 
form of God ; when, being ſate down | 
on the Throne of his Glory, and all! I 

Nations gather'd before him, he ſhall ! 
ſeparate them one from the other, as | 

a Shepherd divideth the Sheep from | 

the Goats, and abſolve or condemn, | 
reward or puniſh them, eee 
as their Works have been. Yet, a | 
little while, O my Soul, and he that | 
ſhall come will come, and will not | 
5 5 And when he mall e * 


" 


relating to the Lord's-Supper, 4 


they alſo that have waited for him 
ſhall appear with him in Glory, 
having their Bodies rais'd from the 
Grave, and made like unto his. 
With this Proſpect I will comfort 
my ſelf, under all the Infelicities of 
Life, and Apprehenſions of Death. 
1 muſt die; paſs through the dark 
Valley, drink of the cold Cup that 
my Saviour drank of; but, if I 
belong to him as a bring Member of 
his myſtical Body, I hall riſe again 
to a bleſſed Immortality. It was 
not the Deſign of his Death to ex- 
cuſe his Followers from dying. but, 
as connected with his Reſurrection, 
to ſave them from the Terrors of 
that laſt Enemy; foraſmuch as Death 
is now only a dark Paſſage to the 
Regions of immortal Light and Glo- 
ry, and we lay down this Body, with 
all its Frailties and Imperfections, to 
| take it up again without them, bright, 
active, and incorruptible. Look for- 
ward, O my Soul, to that glorious 
Day! think, what a Joyful, what a 
4 N Meeting | that will be of 
5 „%%% Þ 
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Devotional Exerciſes 
perfected Minds with their glorified. 


Bodies, of all the Saints that have 
ever liv'd in the World, in the moſt 
diſtant Regions and Ages of it, with 
one another! think of that divine 
and eternal Feſtival in which they | 
| ſhall all join with one Heart, in the | 
Kingdom of their Father; and at 
which thou, O my Soul, ſhalt be a 
_ tranſported Gueſt! Now, we neceſ- | 
ſarily meet in ſeparate, and alas, too | 
often in divided and oppoſite Com- 
munions, eſtrang'd and alienated in 
our Affections for want of knowing 
one another better; now, they are 
but few with whom thou canſt per- 
ſonally join in the common Duties 
of Divine Worſhip, fall. fewer in the 
Lord's Supper; thy many Ifnfirmi- | 
ties abate the Pleaſure of thy beſt. 
Performances, and the Pleaſure, as 
i is imperfect, ſo is tranſient too; * 
hereafter, all the Followers of the 
Lamb, all the faithful Servants of | 
| God, a Multitude without Number, * 
shall worſhip together in the Temple | 
above, unite their Praiſes to God | 


5 and 
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relating to the Lord's-Supper. 
and the Lamb, mingle their Aﬀec- 


tions like ſo many confluent Streams 
in one common Ocean of Love, be 
deliver'd from every Temptation, 
and from every Grief, be made per- 
fest in Knowledge, Holineſs and Bliſs, 
and ſo continue to everlaſting Ages. 
O what Life and Spirit ſhould the 
Meditation of this infuſe into all my 
religious Performances! how ſhouldſt _ 
thou ſtretch all thy Faculties, O my 
Soul, and aim to do the Will of God 
as the Angels do in Heaven, and 
| as thou thy ſelf ſhalt do it when thou 
art come thither ! Bleſſed Time! 
when all upright Minds ſhall ſee that 
| wonderful Perſon Face to Face whom 
now they behold as through a Glaſs 
\ darkly! bleſſed Time! when the Pre- 
ſence of the Redeemer ſhall make all 
Memorials of him needlcſs! O moſt 
| bleſſed Time, the Expectation of ſo 
many Ages, when the Church ſhall 
receive the immediate and fulleſt E- 
manations of that Love which ſhe is 
| now raviſh'd with the Contemplations 


of! Then ſhalt thou acknowledge, 
„ 8 
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0 my Soul, that Eye hath not ſeen, 
nor Far heard, neither can enter in- 
to the Heart of Man to conceive the 
Things which God hath laid up for 
them that love him. Then ſhalt thou 
reap the Fruits of thy Lord's Victo- 
ries, and thy own, of his Victory o- 
ver Death, and of thy own through 

him, over Sin and the World. Then, 
in fine, will it be true, in the higheſt 
Senſe the Words are capable of, that 

| we are come unto Mount Sion, and 
_ unto the City of the living God, the 
| heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an in- 
numerable Company of Angels, to 
the general Aſſembly and Church 
of the firſt born which are written | 
in Heaven, to the Spirits of juſt Men 
made perfect, to Jeſus the Mediator 
of the new Covenant, and to God 
the Judge of all. ” 
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A 


PRA ER 


\REAT and Mumie are e thy 5 
Works, Lord God Al mighty 

8 what then art thou whoſe Power hath 
produc'd and ſuſtains, whoſe Wiſdom _ 
both contriv'd and directs, and whole 
Goodneſs crowns them all ! I praiſe 
| thee, O my God, from the Bottom 

of my Soul, that, having made of 
one Blood all Nations of Men to 
duell on all the Face of the Earth, and 
determin'd the Times before appoint- 
ed and the Bounds oft heir Habitation 
I thatthey ſhould ſeek the Lord, ifhap- 
| ply they might feel after him and find 
him, thou haſt in the Courſe of thy 
| Providence ſo ordered theCircumſtances 
1 of * Birth and Education that! 

1 | - RO En ſhould . 


* 
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| ſhould be a Partaker of the Grace 
of the Goſpel from my earlieſt Years, 
and know the wonderful Works of 
God, even thoſe. Things which many | i 
Prophets and Kings deſired to ſee 
and hear, and could not. For all 
my Powers and Faculties, as a reaſon- 
able Creature, all the Teſtimonies 
of thy paternal Care, all the Effects 
of thy common Bounty and Good- 
neſs, in the Courſe of my Life, I 
bleſs and magnify thy holy Name; 
but more eſpecially for thy diſtinguiſh- 
ing Grace and Mercy in Jeſus Chriſt; 
in whom while I rejoice and glory 
I écannot forget to pray that all Man- 
kind may enjoy the ſame Happineſs, | 
and the whole World know that 
thou haſt ſo loved it as to give thine | 
TY only begotten Son, that whoſoever | 
believeth in him ſhould not periſh, | 
but have everlaſting Life. Hear, O | 
moſt gracious God, the Prayers of | 
thy faithful People for the Enlarge- 
. ment or that Kingdom of Truth and 
Os " _ 


relating to the Lord's-Supper. 5 
| Righteouſneſs which thou haſt ſet _ By 


among Men, that the Religion of 
Chriſt may be profeſs'd and practis d 
in its greateſt Simplicity, Grace be 
with all them that love the Lord 
Jeſus in Sincerity, their Numbers 


continually encreaſe, their Conſolati- 


ons abound, the Multitude of them 
that believe be of one Heart and one 
Soul, and the Church of Chriſt ap— 
pear to be the School where immor- 
tal Souls are train'd up for the more 
perfect Worſhip and the everlaſting 
Felicity of the heavenly World. O 
let not thy Grace be receiv'd in vain 
by me! let it not be in vain that 
I have been fo fully taught the Way 
of the Lord, have had both exter- 
nal and internal Aſſiſtances, and every 
| ſort of Encouragement, that I might 
| abound in all the Fruits of Holineſs : 
which are by Chriſt to the Glory 
and Praiſe of God. Forgive me, O 
moſt merciful Father, that I have 
made thee Returns ſo unſuitable to 
thy Bent Goodneſs towards me, 0 ; 

| | | tk S 
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che vaſt and numberleſs Obligations | 
thou haſt laid me under, and the re- 


5 peated Engage ments I have taken up- 
on my ſelf. O forgive me the Cold- 


neſs of my Love, my Sloth and In- 


activity, the little Proficiencey I have 


made in the Virtues of the Chriſtian 
and Divine Life, with the Advantage 
of ſo excellent a Rule, ſo perfect an 
Example, ſo free an Acceſs to the 


Throne of Grace, ſuch Almighty Aids, 
and the Proſpect of ſo glorious a 
Reward, And, O may the Conſi- 


deration of thy Readineſs to pardon | 


fill me with an ingenious Hatred and 


Deteſtation of all Sin; ; and my Ab- 5 


| horrence of Sin, and care to avoid 


it and all the Occaſions of, and Temp- | 
| tations to it for the future, be a 


ſatisfy ing Proof that all my Sins are 


actually forgiven me, through the 


Redemption which is in Jeſus Chriſt | 
thy Son, whoſe Death I have been | 

ſhewing forth in his Supper. And | 
may the God of Peace who brought 1 

again I 


relating to the 1e Spe 5 


again from the Dead the great Shep- 


herd of the Sheep through the Blood 


of the everlaſting Covenant, make 
me perfect to do his Will, fulfilling 


| in me the good Pleaſure of his Good - 


neſs and the Work of Faith with 
Power. Help me to carry in Mind 
the Deſign of one Duty to diſpoſe 
me for another, and of all the in- 
ſtrumental Duties of Religion to be- 
get and ſtrengthen thoſe lte Prin- 
ciples and Habits of Goodneſs in my 
Soul, by which it will be more and 
more ripen'd for the Life of Heaven. 
[BY Faith let me be able to ſee him 
| who is Inviſible, and always to walk 
| as in his Preſence, and be more af- 
| fected and influenc'd by the Con- 
templation of an abſent Saviour, in 
* every View of him. While I medi- 
tate on the Bleſſed Jeſus. enduring „ 
the Contradiction of Sinners, and | 


humbling himſelf unto Death, even 


the Death of the Croſs, may 1 be 
| inſtructed what to ts in the pre- 


, ſent . 
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55 ſent Life, and after what Manner to 
| behave under all the Suffer ings and 
Afflictions of it; and may a riſen 


and exalted Redeemer elevate my 


Heart above all the Vanities of this 


tranſitory ſtate of Things to that 


happy World, whither he, my Lord, 
and the Forerunner of all the Faith- 
ful, is gone; that I may know him, 
and the Power of his Reſurrection, 
and count all Things but Loſs for 
the Excellency of the Knowledge of 
Jjeſus Chriſt; for whoſe fake let me 


be willing to ſuffer the Loſs of all 


Things, not counting my Life dear 
to me ſo I may finiſh my Courſe 
with Joy. Give me, O Lord, to 
feel more of the mighty Power of 
thy Grace, concurring with the Goſ- 


peel of thy Son, to mortify every 


inordinate Deſire, to confirm every 


good Purpoſe, to purify and regu- 
late my Aﬀections, and to change | 


my whole Soul more and more in- 


to a divine Image and Likeneſs. By 
that Grace let me be enabled to 


: e on * the 14 enn to * 4 


8 


„ ·VA 88 


* 
8 


relating to the Lord's-Su pper. 


Sin, and to keep a Conſcience void 
of Offence both towards God, and 
; towards Man; that my Love to thee 
may be ſuperlative, and, tho' not 
: adequate to thy Excellencies and thy 


Benefits, which it can never be, may 


bear ſome proportion to my Capa- 
cities; that my Devotion may be un- 
affected and fervent, my Reſignation 
entire, and Obedience chearful, uni- 
form, and conſtant. To Men, let 
me be juſt and charitable, kindly 
affectioned, ready to do Good and 
to communicate, as I have Ability and 
Opportunity, carrying it towards all 
with a mild, a peaceable and chri- 
ſtian Spirit. While, as to my ſelf, 
TI am ſober- minded, poor in Spirit, 
and pure in Heart, and tho? not free 
from all mental Irregularities, am yet 
getting Ground upon them daily; op- 
poſe my Inclinations as often as they 
| oppoſe my Duty, deny my ſelf, am 
temperate in all Things, bridle my 
Tongue, and labour to be an Ex- 
| ample of Patience, Meekneſs, Con- 
* tentment, and to come behind 1 in no 
; . good 
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good Thing, looking for the Merey 


of God unto eternal Life, that ſo, 


when I ſhall have done the Work 
which thou haſt given me to do, 
and ſuffer'd all that thou ſaweſt meet 
for the Trial of my Faith, and Hope, 
and Submiſſion to thy Will, I may 
finally inherit the Promiſes which thou 
haſt made us in Chriſt JO” our 
| Lord, Amen. 


Ae 9. 13. And every Gatte which is 


; in Heaven, and on the Earth, and under the 
Earth, and ſuch as are in the Sea, and all that 


are in them, heard I ſay ing, Bleſling and 


Honour and Glory and Power be unto him 
that ſitteth on the Throne, and unto * In 
for ever and erer. 


| 
| 
| 
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